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One and Only, Infinite, Eternal, Almighty, and 
Al-iſe God, Creator of Heaven and Earth, 


Dread FATHER, 

OR {ſo Thou art pleas'd to let thy Creatures, 
'n miſerable Duſt and Aſhes, approach unto 

Thee, I the meaneſt of Thy Servants, who 
dare not preſume to call myſelf Thy Son, humbly, 
and with all ſubmiſſion offer myſelf, through Thine 
Only Begotten, to the Throne of Thy Grace, beg- 
ging Thee for Chriſt's Sake to accept me, and not to 
deal with me in the Rigour of Thy Juſtice, but with 
tender Mercijes, not as deſerve, for Thou knoweſt 
me to have been a wretched Sinner, bur as Thine 
own Goodneis,and Loving kindneſs ſhall dire Thee. 

Great God, I am throughly ſenſible , that all 
Things, all Power, all Wiſdom, and all Excellency, 
both in Heaven and Earth proceed from Thee, that 
we are not only ungrateful , but unjuſt, when we 
arrogate any thing to our ſelves, and do not render 
Thee the Glory ! What are we but empty Bubbles, 
as Clay in the Hand of the Potter, who have not 
Wiſdom, no nor Being, without thy Bounty ? 

'Tis only Thou, through Thy Grace , that canſt 
make us either Veſlels of Honour or Diſhonour ; who 
of us can add a Cubit to our Stature? who can change 
the colour of his Hair, or alter the figure of his Bo- 
| dy? Did any of us contrive our own Beings ? or 


[ a } was, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
was it by our own Counſels we received Life , and 
were clothed with Fleſh ? 

In a thankful Acknowledgment therefore , and 

with a due and humble ſenſe of this, O Lord, I con- 
ſecrate this Book to Thee , pardon in it, I beſeech 
Thee, what Thou knowelt Erroneous, and grant 
that what is agreeable ro Thy Truth in it, may be- 
come firm and ſtrong, to the Advancement of thy 
Honour and Glory, and our Peace, Union, and 
Welfare. 
* I ſeek no Earthly Patron, I am ſure they can aſliſt 
me but liccle; my whole Truſt and Confidence is in 
Thee therefore, who alone art truly Powerful : I 
know what thou willeſt, no Creature can or dare 
withſtand. And this I am further ſure, that no one 
that heartily approaches unto Thee, can ever be re- 
jected, or ever confounded ; nor can any Cauſe be 
too ſingular, if juſt, for thy Pacronage. 

Accept therefore theſe mine Endeavours,] beſcech 
Thee,and prote& them by Thy gracious Favour: O- 
pen the Eyes of mine Adverlaries, and forgive them 
their Errors; let them jee, O God, that 'tis not me 
they reſiſt, bur Thee and Thy holy Laws. Am I 
able to Innovate upon,or Elude Thy Sacred Truths ? 
Can T be preſum'd capable, by Art and Fallacies, to 
confound the Wiſdom of ſo Seeing an Age ? 

No ſurely, Men have corruptly ſtifled Thy Truths, 
which tho they fall into the hands of me, the meaneſt 


; 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
of Thy Servants, yet are too bright to be Eclipſed 
by the Clouds of their Errors, and that it 1s that 
agprieves them at what I write ; buc, O God, is it at 
me they are offended? ſurely it is at Thy Truths 
that croſs them : Alas, they do not fee that they life 
up their Hand againſt Heaven, and againſt Thee. 

Is their Anger againſt me, O God! Thou knoweſt 
my Heart, I writenot a word that I would nor Re- 
cant the next Moment, could I be ſatisfied it were 
againſt Thy Truth. What do LErr, and cannot be 
confuted ? at leaſt then Thou requireſt that they 
ſhould give me liberty, and bear with me ; but I am 
afraid I errnot; I am afraid I too juſtly Accuſe them 
of an Error that they ought to Reform, 2nd will nor. 

If any thing I have wiltully and knowingly devia- 
ted from Thy Sacred Truths, let me be ſo far from 
Thy Favour, that let what I have wrote periſh before 
Thee ; nay, if I have wilfully allow'd and continu'd 
my ſelf in ſuch Error,let my Soul periſh eternally for 
a Deceiver ; let me neither have Happineſs here or 
hereafter : But if what T write be Truth , ler it fiok 
into the very Souls of my Readers ; let it be as Seed 
ſown to Everlaſting Life, and let it even confound all 
Gainſayers. 

Nor doT apply my ſelf thus to Thee in Vanity and 
Pride,to Thee that art the Judge of all Fleſh,and ſeeſt 
as in a Glaſs my Secrets and Thoughts, ſurely no one 


dares be (o uncharitable,whilſt I Rand thus in thy Pre- 
{ence, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


ſence to think ſo.if not,]et bruit Beaſts, Men drown'd 
in their Luſts,and that railat what they underſtand nor, 
be ſilent, let thoſe that wouid correct me be modeſt, 
and let no one dare malitiouſly to traduce theſeTruths 
which with all ſincerity, and the greateſt labours are 
Dedicated to Thine Honour, and the uniting of Thy 
confounded and diſtracted Churches. 

But O Lord, without Thy Bleſſing and Aſſiſtance 
all our Labours are in vain, our Words vaniſh into 
Wind, and our Advice is as Madneſs, proſper there- 
fore, I beſeech Thee, what I write, if it be according 
to Thy Will,let my Words like a two-edged Sword 
pierce Men to their Hearts, let it even cut off their 
Luſts, their Perverſeneſs, and their Prejudices from 
them, and do Thou now at their very Entrance, by a 
ſacred awe , even ſtem the Tide of their malicious 
and wicked Thoughts, and turn them into the purer 
Channel of Truth, Unity, and Purity. Ee 

How long, O Lord, wilt Thou hide Thy Face from 
us ; Wilt Thou never avert Thy Judgments ? Surely 
Thy Mercy will appear at Jafſt ; Wilt Thou never 
caſt out the uncharitable Spirit of Error and Confuli- 
on from among us ? Art not Thou our Father,and we 
Thy Children ? fs it poſſible Thou canſt forget us al- 
ways ? If our Prayers and Tears, and our weak Faith 
cannot prevail with Thee, ſurely Thy wonted Good- 
neſs can ? O God make no long tarrying, but let us 
{ee that the Light of thy Countenance 1s at laſt a- 
Mong us | --- "BRE 


ADVICE 


READE hk: 


The DocTok's Damnatory Sentence 
ANSWERD. 


ment we are ; he that ſearches not, ſins by wilful ignorance ; 
and he that Cenſures without ſearching, is guilty of the 
greateſt Injuſtice. 

2. Are we to anſwer for every idle word, much more for every good 
Inſtruction that we might have had, had we not negleted it. Remem- 
ber what Chriſt ſaid, He that s not for us is again#t us. 

3- Nor is it ehough to be ruled by Learned Men, or the Church, but 
every Man is to anſwer to God for and by himſelf. Has he but lictle,God 
will require but little, provided he bury not his Talent. 

4, That a Dodtrine is ſingular, or has an ill name, and is called an 
Hereſie, is not enough for us to condemnit , for even Chriſtianity ic ſelf 
_ - once. Our duty is to ſearch all things, and hold faſt that which 
iS DEI, , 


I, T* we are not bound to ſearch all Truths, yet Truths of mo- 


c. The 


Advice to the Reader, &c. 


* $5. The greateſt Truth may be obſcured , and the Carcaſs of Error 
may look bright for a time through the Verniſh of Sophiſtry ; but only 
Truth ſtands the refining, and ſhines the brighter through Contention. 

6. That a Pook does not convince» and is reputed inſufficient, is not 
alway ſo much that it wants a due force and truth, but that the Reader is 
prejudic'd, or has not the Courage to conſider. - 

7. Whoever ſuppreſſes a good Book, is guilty not only of his own wil. - 
ful Ignorance, but even of the Ignorance of the People, and at laſt he 
will Anſwer for it, as well as Ezekie/s Warchmen. | 

$. Even Authority and Command cannot juſtifie the ſtifling a good 
Book; we ought to Martyr for Truth, much more rather leave a Tempo- 
ral Office, than ſtifle ir. 

9. Nor is it enough for a Magiſtrate, or Officer , by hearſay to know 
that a Pook is ill ; for if it be of a Subje& of Conſequence,he is bound to 
examine it himſelf, before he condemn it : For know 

10. Whatever ſin thou committeſt after wilful Ignorance, becomes 
wilful Guile ; and whilſt thou continueſt in it , thou art out of all pofli- 
bility, much leſs hope of Salvation. 

11. Whilſt thou art thus ſtubbornly wilfully Ignorant, none but a Po- 
piſh Confeſlor can forgive thee in this World , nor will God in the 
next ; and even thy Devotions, thy Prayers and Sacraments , will be- 
come a fin to thee. 

12, Indeed a wilful Ignorance forgot, may be forgiven through an un- 
feigned Repentance, in the crowd of unknown fins ; but art thou ſure 
that God will let thee forget this, when thou ſtifleſt maliciouſly a Truth 
{o highly to his Honour, and ſo much for the Good of Mankind. 


| But above all remember, maliciouſly and contemptuouſly, whether for 

Intereſt, or otherwiſe, to blaſpheme theſe Truths that thy Conſcience 
—_—_ thee of, is never to be forgiven, nor never to be repented 
of. 


Act thy Peril Friend , and as thou'lt anſwer for it to God , apply 
this to thy elf. = 
Beware, or thou wilt find theſe terrible Truths at another Day. 
Remember, He that breaks the leaſt Commandment, is Guilty of 
the whole Law. 
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Dare not call you Adverſary, indeed, 

I rather believe we may be Friends ; 

for tho' there may be a miſtake be- 

tween us, yet I hope we both agree 

in a ſincere love, and ſearch for Truth ; 

and-in what we differ therefore, I ſhall 

rather ſeek to melt you with gentleneſs, 
than to ſubdue you with oppoſition. 

Page 1 50, yourell us, When we are rea- 
dy, you hope to hear from us again : and 
you ſee you have your deſire ; you ſeem 
to have a ſincere good will ro Truth your 
{elf, and therefore you will be the leſs ſur- 
priz'd to ſee it in others 3 for when you 
have given ſo bo/d a Challenge to all Uni- 
rarians, you mult expect, that we have but 
little reſpect for the Honour and Glory 
of God, it we do not anſwer you. -' 

'Tis true, I come to diſpute you, and am 
no Secinian, and as an Arrian my Hypo- 
theſisdiſtorts your Argument a little ; bur 
as we are both joyn'd in one Common 
Cauſe, and you attempt to defacethe Truth 
of both, ſo you muſt think, we expect you 
provide your felf rogiveus both farisfacti- 
on, for tho you conquer either of us, your 
Work's bur half done. 

You mult excuſe metherefore.if I mind 
not your Socinzan Quarrels, bur leaving 


them to themſelves, divert your Argument 
a lictle, and bring in a third Hyporhetis ; 
you ſhall ſee I will deal fairly with you, 
itate the Matter truly,and proceed fincere- 
ly, and clearly ; whether you ſhall think 
your ſelf obliged ro Reply ro me, or nor, 
upon ir, 1s not my care ; if I can- bur re(- 
cue the Honour of God, and his Uniry by 
ir, I am ſatisfied. 


To proceed therefore : It cannor þe ex- 
pected bur that I have alcer'd your Me- 
rhod ; bur yer you ſhall ſee withal, that I 
have juſtly collected all your ſcattered 
Reaſons rogether, and dealr faichfully 
with you ; and tho' the change of the Hy- 
pothelis nece{lirared this, yer in lieu of it, 
I ſhall preſent you with a Method both 
ſhorter and clearer, ro recompence ir. 

'Tis plain, large Volumes deſtroy the 
Edge of Reaſoning, and the Vigour of 
Sence is loſt in the multitude of Words ; I 
have cholen therefore, rather to be ſhort 
and ſinewy, than redious and Toole, if the 
Foundation-Reaſoning be bad, Corollaries 
fall of courle ; and therefore my chicf 
care has been, whether your leading and 
ground-work Principles be ſtrong, and to 
the purpoſe, or not. 

k 


- Trhank God, I do nor ſee my Caule to 
weak, as to ftiy to Colours, or thar I ſhould 
ule undue Arrts tor a ſhelter ; and therefore 
if I have omitred any thing material, I 
proteſt before the Almighty, n hasnot been 
wilful 3 and if T have any where reprov'd 
you, as God is my witneſs, 'thas been where 
Truth has necciſitared and forcd me; and 
if I have wrong'd you, I as heartily beg 
your Pardon. 

In ſhorr, I have endeavom'd with the 
molt ſerious Reſpect,and the greareli Chri- 
itian Charity and Meeknels, to ſhew you 
where you have err'd: Indecd, I have nor 
ſpard to adviſe and reprove you where [ 
ought 3; bur if I have run thar liberty into 
an extream, or been faulry in any thing, 
*has been my frailty, and not my guilr. 

All thatT know therefore farther to add 
in this place, is, That perhaps you may 
wonder how I cametoanſwer you to ſoon ; 
bur nor to offend you, Sir, the Reaſon is 
obvious, though Fallacies are difficulr,and 
to be ſtudied, yer Truth is natural, and 
they are eaſily anſwer'd. 


Bur before I proceed further, I fee a ne- 
cellity, Sir, to advite you of rwo Faults, 
Boaſting and Uncharitableneſs ; not thar 
I can blame you over-much neither, nor 
may be acquit myſelf of their guilrs, bur I 
fee a neceftty to level theſe rwo Mountains 
in you, leaſt by the Ignorant, theſe For- 
treſſts of Imagination may be taken for 
thole of Reality. 

Firſt for Boaſting : In your Preface, Sir, 
you ſay, You have ſaid too much for us to 
anſiver : And it may be ſo; bur if you 
have nor, we ſhall ſeek for Truth, and nor 
to compareour ſelves with you. So p. 69, 
you call our Reaſon Carnal : And pag. 73, 
you tell us, We puzzle and conformd our 
ſelves with groſs and corporeal Tdea's of Ef- 
fence and Subſtance : when indeed, if ſuch 
upbraiding Expreflions were allowable, 
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we might more juſtly refiect them npon 
the Erernal Generation you pretend to. 
So you conclude your Book, pag. 27 r: 
you lay, It looks likg a Fudgment upon us, 
that while we taik of nothing leſs than the 
ſevereſt Reaſon, we impoſe upon our ſelves, 
or hope to impeſe upon the World, by the 
mo#t childiſh Sophiſtry and Nonſence 3 and 
ſo pag. 272, your laſt words are, You 
will not envy us the Satufation of ſuch Ha- 
ranzues, they being, you lay, all the Comforc 
we have 3 but you are pretty confident we 
ſhall never be able to ww" to any purpoſe in 
thi; Cauſe again. And whar, vir, is not this 
Inſolence ? : 
Pray, Sir, what is it you mean hy theſe 
Triumphs ? Is it that you think to ftorm 
and brave us our of our Cauſe ? or thar 
yuu are ſure you only are in the right ? or 
that if you had the worſt Cauſe, you could 
defend it well? Sir,my Charity ſhall ſpeak 
the beſt for you, thartyou are ſure you on- 
ly are in the right ; Bur if you are, has 
not Modeſty more Charms to recommend 
you by, than Infolence—- 
Excuſe me, Sir, I diſlike not your Zeal 
in your Preface, ro ſtick ro your Faith, I 
rather wiſh it more common ; for were ir, 
Truth had ſcarce been ſucha Stranger a- 
mong us; nor do I queſtion your Ingenui- 
ty, and in Charity I hope you are fincere 
roo ; bur theſe are Expreſſions thar your 
Zeal has beguil'd youro,that wanta Chri- 
ſtian Modeſty, and tho' ſuch a Confidence, 
with a little more Humanity, might be- 
come an Apoſtle, yer how well they do a 
meaner Chriſtian, I leave to your ſelf to 
judge, in cooler thoughts. 


The ſecond thing I have to charge you 
with, is Uncharitableneſs, that becauſe we 
differ in Judgment from you, in this Spe- 
culation, you not only treat us like Dogs, 
and deny us all hopes of Salvation, bur 


withal you manage your Arguments for 
Truth, 
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Truth acccordingly , and give us nor fo 
much as free Reaſoning. 

Thus you not only abound with Retle- 
cons on us, as in your Preface you ſay of 
us, We are eminent for nothing but Blaſ- 
phemy and Nonſenſe : And pag. 9. you re- 
flec,1t becomes the Mit andUnderſtanding 
of an Heretich: But page 24. you write 
more freely of us, and rells us , You hope 
the Diſputes of Eeretichs againſt the Catho- 
lick, Faith ſhall not be called Controverſies in 
the Churches of God. 

Now, if thus in the very beginning of 
your Book, you ſhew we ought to be con- 
demn'd before weare heard, ro what pur- 
pole does your Infallibility hold a Contro- 
vere with us ; bur I hope this 1s before 
you are aware ; indeed ina Papilt theſc 
Expreflions might be natural enough, bur 
Proteſtants methinks ſhould be more in- 
genious,than to take Errours and Herefies 
for granted. 

Conſider, Sir, Churches have err'd, and 
may err, yea, in Matters of Faith too ; if 
io, who is to be blam'd, he that by Rea- 
ſon ſeeks for Liberty, or he that unjuſt- 
ly with-holds it thro Impoſition ? Did we 
leck to impoſe our Hypothefis's on the 
World, we were as much ro be blam'd as 
you ; bur if we anly ſer up ours, to confure 
the Uncharitablencls of yours, wherein do 
we treſpaſs ? | 

You fay, we are Hereticks, and have 
no Underitanding: And whence come you 
to judge thus freely of us , and nor we of 
you : So you fay, we blalpheme, bur pray 
is not your Charge precarious, and if re- 
torred, falls ir not as heavy on your ſclf - 
If wz err, indeed, we blaſpheme the Son, 
and Holy Ghotft ; which we hope we do 
not 3 bur if you err, do not you both blai- 
pheme and commir Idolatry, in worthip- 
ping them as coequal ro the Father * 

Bur, Sir, we deſire ro have a Charity 
for your MiſconlttuXions, and will give 
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it you where poible,if fo, pray at leaft re- 
turn our love,you ſee we ttoop tomakerhe 
firtt offer 3 charge us not therefore, that 
we are only eminent for Blaſphemy and” 
Nonſenſe, tor lureiy you may add in th2 

other Scale, thar we have a courageabl- 

good will roTruthare tome of us perverle, 

or do foine of us revile ; and what , are 

ſuch Men wanting quite on your tide ? 


If therefore you leave us but room to 
adviſe you, as much as the great Myſc- 
left Fethro,let us beg you for Chrilt's ſake 
to cur off all theſe Offences; remember 'cis 
not Generous, much leſs Chrittianly , to 
diſcountenance a weaker Brother : But 
what?-you believe not me; Fer at lea't be- 
lieve my Truchs; for (ſurely Chrilt's own 
Argument will hold you. 

Can you expect Peace in Chriſt's 
Church, whilſt you thus allarum and ftar- 
tle mens Conſciences,by lo great and grie- 
vous Impoſitions; Or whar,do you expect 
Men ſhould have no Conſcience or Relent- 
ment for Truth ? If you do nor, do nor 
ferter them thus; you know 'ris no Argu- 
ment of Errour to be ſingular; nay, I am 
ſure, you know very well , that Truth is 
rarely popular, but rather ſupprefl:d and 
ſtifted rhrough Mens Luits. 

Ler us learn therefore in rhis,to let Na- 
tural Religion lead our Revelation , elſc 
the Curlz2 of the Holy Gholt will fall up- 
on us. and tho we have eyes we ſhall nor 
be able to ſee, nor were we Turks ſhould 
we be capable of being converred;indeed, 
when we are bewirch'd ro the fury of a 
prepoſſeis'd Zeal, will nor all Men ijay,we 
rather bale, than love.or fcarch for Trath 
when we argue ? 

Excule me, Sir,that I am thas free wirtle 
you, whit I ſhould nor have been, had ir 
nor bcen in Juſtice ro my Cauſe ; bur I 
durit nor let rheſe prepolſeiſions enſnare 
my Reader, and yer nor that I think to 
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heinonſly of you for them neither, for ma- 
ny that have wrote much worſe than your 
{clf on the SubjeX, have been more confi- 
dent ; and I could with my {elf,as well as 
Fou, out of harms way of Errour ; indeed, 
could I have had a fair Hearing withour, 
I had been very eaiily orherwiſe faril- 
ticd, | 


The Trinitarian believes. 
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T hat there is one God, but that he 
Exiſts in Three Perlons, Father, Son, and 
Holy Gholt, and that theſe Three Per- 
icns are co-equal, and co-eternal, and by 
a Joynt Power created the Heavens and 
Earth, Men and Angels, and all things 
elle, that any way exilt. 

T hey believe,this Trin-unity even now 
continues to Rule rhe World by a Joynr 
Providence 3 bur that for Orders ſake , 
they have diſtributed their Dominions in- 
ro leveral, and ſubordinate Perſonal Ofii- 
ces 3 thus they make the Father alone to 
perfonate the true God,the Son ro become 
Incarnarte, to redeem us to his Mercy.and 
the Holy Ghoſt under the Son, to aflitt us 
through Grace in his Trials. 


PRECOGNIT 4. 


I ſhall now only preſent you with a few 
Precognita, to ſtate duly the true Idea of 
the Controverſie, berwcen the Trinztari- 
ans, and the Arrians, and I ſhall then 
proceed to a particular Anſwer; and I 
hope you ſhall ſee roo, to your farisfacti- 
on, and without the leaſt needlels Cavil or 
Objection whatever. 


The Arrzan believes, 


That there 5 but One God, and that |: 
Exiſts but in One Perſon; that the Son 
and Holy Ghoſt are neither co-equal, nor co> 
eternal with him 3 that he firſt made the 
Son, and through him fram'd the Holy Ghoſt 
and Angels ; that ſome of the Angels falling 
with Luciter, He through the Son , and by 
the Holy Ghoſt fram'd this World, and Man 
within it. 

They believe there is no co-equal Trinity 
to Rule the World through a Foynt Provi- 
dence 3 but that their Dominions are ſubor- 
dinate, and adequate to their Powers 3 thus 
that the Father alone is the True God, that 
the Son became Incarnate to fatisfie God's 
Juſtice, to redeem his Creation, and to de- 
ſtroy the Devils Malice in Adam, and that 
the Son has deputed the Holy Ghoſt, to aſſiſt 
us through his Grace in our Trials. 


—_——__ 


By this, Sir, I hope I have given you a 
fair Breviate of the rwo Hypothelis's, I 
ſhall only beg your Parience,whilit I add 
wwo or three Principles to illnſtrate the 
Controverfic, and then after a few Refle- 
tions on them , I ſhall defiſt my Precog- 
nita, and proceed. 


1- Nothing s more manifeſt, than thar 
the Jews in the Idea of their Firit Cem- 


mandment , conceiv'd but One Perſon to 
be in their One God, and that their Ad- 
ditions of more Perſons would be the 
breach of ir;and what then ſhall we be a- 
fraid for fear of a Myſtery to own and 
reaſon abour the Unity of God in his firſt 
Commandment , that we are thereby en- 

joyn'd to defend? 
2. Could the Jews, or Fudas have 
charg'd Chriſt,with pretending himſelf ro 
be 
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be the Supream God , which the Goſpel 
rells us the Falle Witneſles principally la- 
bour'd after , they would not only have 
made their Acclarr.ation,We have no King 
but Cxiar ; and their Inſcription on his 
Croſs, Feſius of Nazereth the King of the 
Fews, John 19. burthey would have ad- 
ded, No God , no falle God, too. 

3. Laſtly, "Twas near 3oo Years after 
Chriſt, e're Tradition and Scripture Inter- 
pretation were ſo much as urg'd to ex- 
plain and bring forth a Trinity ; fo thar 
we have nor only the firſt Command- 
ment corroborated by two Revelations of 
our ſides, but we have even Tradition al- 
ſoas long as it was good and clear enough 
to be beliey'd. 

My Reflections upon theſe Principles , 
ſhall be only Two, and they are as fol- 
lows : 

Firſt, That the Doctrine of the Trini- 
ty has alter'd the firſt and greateſt Com- 
mandment, as it were, by chance ; thar is, 
by a blind Inference and a collective In- 
terpretation, rather than expreſs Revela- 
tion. And whereasthe Goodneſs of God 
in ſuch a Caſe, would certainly allow us 
a ſolemn Repeal of his Commandmenr, 
the Athanaſian Creed is ſo far from ſuch 
Mercy, that it makes this very catch pce- 
zal of Salvation 3; and that very Trinity, 
that without doubt received their Honour 
joyntly before,can now be admitred on no 
prerence, to receive it otherwiſe than ſe- 
verally. 

Secondly, You ſee hereby , this Grear 
Myſtery is not purpoſely requir'd, bur ac- 
cidentally enforc'd ; fo that whether this 
inſcrutable Myftery,and incomprehenſible 
Hypotheſis, be a Divine Truth or nor, yer 
at leaſt this is plain,the means of knowing 
it are Humane, and conſequently the 
whole Myſtery its ſelf diſputable, and left 
to the Underſtanding of Man to exa- 
mine, 


Now, whether the little Grounds Men' 
pretend to for the ſupport of this Myite- 
ry, be ſufficient or nor, is what I haveun- 
dertaken to diſprove, in an{wer ro you by 
this following Treatile. And for my ber- 
ter Method, I ſhall diitribure my Subject 
into Three Parts ; ro wir, The Proof of 
the Trinity, from, 1. Reaſon. 2.Sciiprure. 
And 3.Tradition. And hercin I ſhall pur- 
ſue your Mcthod, and begin with Reaton 
firit. 


REASON. 


Your great ſupporrt in reaſoning , I ſee, 
vr, is your ſelf, and murual conſciouſneſs, 
by which you would perſwade us, that 
wereeven Three Angels ſelf-conſcious,that 
1s, had they a mutual Knowledge and 
Senſation of each others Thoughts and A- 
Ctions, they would be even Eilenially 
One, and if ſo, much more Three Per- 
ſons in the Godhead. | 

Know then, Sir , to avoid all needleſs 
Arguments, I will grant you, that your 
Creed, in this, may in a Senſe be ration- 
al, and very near agreeable ro whar you 
have wrote in Se#. 2. Thus I will agree 
with you, as you ingenioully alledge, p.49. 
and 68. That Three Perſons ſelf-conſcious 
and Immaterial, may in a ſenſe be called 
One : Nay, and not improperly give their 
firſt Commandment as One, as being in- 
ſeparably united in Will and Wiſdom; in- 
deed, Sir, to do you right, what you have 
in this alledg*d, is the only thing that e- 
ver I ſaw like rational for the Trinity 
yer. 

Bur yer then, I hope, if you make us. 
grant you thus much, you will withal be 
as generous. in your Conceſlions to us, and. 
grant thar this would be rather a Meta- 
phorical, than a Real Unity in the Deity, 
and that if Three ſuch Perſons had = 
uch 


ſrch a Commandment, it would neither 
be conlittent with the Commandment 
we havealready recciv'd , nor with that 
Law of Nature, which tays, We have bur 
one God. Ir is not contiftent with the 
Commandment, becaule that would un- 
doubredly then be more diſtinct, had it 
bid us worſhip a co-equal Trinity in the 
One God : Nor with the Law of Nature, 
tor in that it eludes us our of a real and 
individual Unity, by a Unity of Species. 

Betides, as yon lay your ſelf, As by Na- 
tural Religicn there can be but One God, 
page 147. And tho* there be ſeveral Per- 
ſons, yet they cannot at apart, but always 
with One Energy,page 136. So your own 
Argument deltroys it felt; for ſurely,where 
there aremean and under Offices berween 
Perſons, the Energy is manitcitly not One, 
nor the Act timple. 

Nor will your Arguments, page 118. 
that the Iriniry acts together, help you, 
tor *ris manifeſt by the Deſcent of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt on Chritt like a Dove, that the 
Three Divine Perſons act ſeparately, as 
well as think fo ; fo that if your own Ar- 
guments be conſiſtent, page 124. and God 
be a pure and ſimple A# ; as you alledge , 
p-12e 129. and 167. And Alterity makes 
Duality ; as you likewite affirm, page 122. 
ris piain.theſe Three Perſons cannot make 
up ſuch a Deity as you would imagine 
indeed they might be One ina Meraphor, 
and as in Scripture ſenſe, bur ro be really 
-One is a [eſt 

Give me lcave therefore to tell you, Sir, 
char your Meraphylicks has miſlead you a 
Iirtle here, for there is a One Imperfect, 
as well as One Perfect. The firit is,vrhen 
we lay One Parr.or One Mulritude, which 
a< it is rfher a Metaphorical than a Real 
Uniry in Nature , fo Perlonartion only 1s 
the real'Uniry, and as we may fay, thar 
Wiſdom in God is One, and Mercy in 
God isOne , and yer as he is bur One 
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Perſon, he is moſt purely One ſtill : Bur 
after that, if you ſay he is Three Perſons, 
bur yer by aSelf-conſciouſnels One,whar is 


" it bur that by the Meraphorical Uniry of 


a Multirudinary Relation, you deſtroy his 
Real Unity. | F 

And beſfides,confider Sir,IS it-rational,Self- 
conſcious and abſolute Coequals , ſhould 
rake or impoſe ſervileand underlingOffices 
of each other ? Nay, and that the Son and 
Holy Ghoſt are conſcious to the Father, is 
abſolutely falſe and groundleſs,fromScrip- 
ture, as I ſhall ſhew you 1n.order. 


Burt I ſee, Sir, you are reſoly'd not to 
be at a loſs, you will rather have two 
Strings to your Bow , than fail of your 
Mark, and therefore now, we muſt pre- 
pare our ſelyes for Sr. Auſtin's Self-con- 
{iciouſneſs : And in this you fay, The Tri- 
niry are conſcious to each other, as our Me- 
mory, Will, and Underſtanding are, which 


| hnow and feel whatever is im each other. 


Vide p. 50. 

Alas, Sir, I wonder how that you, who 
live inthe fuller Rays of Humane Learn- 
ing, can brook the comparing of Faculties 
ro Perſons, or how you can repeat ſuch 
Inconſiltencies as they produce,before you 
acknowledg'd each Perlon complear, and 
rational 3; and now you make the Father 
impotent, and only a Speculation, pag. 132. 
and the reflex Wiſdom, or the Son of God, 
only powerful to af and create: And again, 
by another turn, pag. 169. you make him 
a1npotent t00. 

In ſhorr, Sir, I fhall forbear to offend 
you, with all thoſe Comments I could 
make in this place, did I rather ſtudy 
Malice than Trath ; but this you force 
me ro declare, that if you take ſuch liber- 
ry to prove your Myltery, asto make Per- 
ſons Faculties, and Faculties Perſons , as 
you do. 'tis impoſſible that any Reaſoning 
ſhoald hold you ; For by the fame liberty, 
| what 
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what may you not ſay ? And whar, Sir, 
do theſe Wiles look as from God ? 

And that the Reader may ſee you have 
notrreated of theſe Faculry-Gods by chance 
page 135, you attribute the Creation to 
them, p. 182, 183, you make the Father 
to have no Mercy in himſelf ; indeed, pag. 
135, you would ſeem to palliate the mar- 
cer, by ſaying, The eſſential Charatter of the 
Holy Ghoſt, in the like caſe, #s Love. Bur, 
Sir, a running eye ſhews this ro be all My- 
itery indeed, and really ſuch an one as 
confounds Perlonalicy, Trinity, and Deiry 
all ar a ftroke, v. pag. 130. 

Beſides, Sir, you make Love in the Fa- 
ther to be the Holy Gho#t, a Perſon, and God, 
p. 133. And pray, Sir, why is not Hatred 
a Perſon in God, as well as Love ? The 
Reaſon you give why Love is a Perſon, is 
becauſe there can be no Accident in God, 
and therefore even an Aﬀection in him is 
real, and makes a Perſon : Bur whar, Sir, 
may not this Reaſon ſerve for Hatred, 
and an hundred Aﬀections more ? 

Hereunto may be likewiſe added thar 
other ſtretch of Dr. #/. his Cube an In- 
comprehenſible Example, and Illuſtration 
of as an Incomprehenſible a Myſtery, the 
length is a Cube, rhe depth is a Cube, 
and the breadrh *$ a Cube, and yer there 
are not Three Cubes, bur One Cube : 
And why might not the D-- have brought 
in a thouſand Gods by a Chiliagone as 
well ; or have illuſtrated it by Three 
Folds in an Handkerchief, as I heard a 
Country Fellow did it before him. 


I ſhall add no more at preſent concern- 
ing the Reaſon of the two Hypothefis's, 
becauſe it will fall more naturally in our 
way, as we examine the Scriptures ; and 
indeed, I have wrote nothing at all here of 
the 4rrian Hypotheſis, becauſe the Reaſo- 
ning of it is ſo obvious, thar it were to fire 
Candles to enlighten the Day, to illuſtrate 
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Give me leave thereforc ro advile you 
Sir, that for the future you be wary 10 
realon more perfectly, or notat all; *tis no 
light Truth that you have oppos'd , and I 
believe many a Reader would have had 
leſs Charity for what you have done, than 
I have ; and may be would condemn you 
for beguiling with the appearance of Rea- 
ſoning ; bur I ncicher think fo of you, nor 
believe otherwi!e, than thar your Parernal 
Zcal has milguided you. 

As for the Contradictions of this Do- - 
ctrine, I ſhall ſpeak of them in their pro- 
per place ; in the mean rime, I ſhall paſs 
on to Examine your Scripture-Interprera- 
tions : And by this time, I hope you are 
convinc'd, that you have jump'd our of 
che Frying-pan into the Fire, and inltead 
of helping out an Ablurdiry by a Nicery, 
made it rhe more ſuſpicious by defending 
it with a Fallacy. | 

To conclude, Sir, let your own Reputa- 
tion, as well as the Honour of God moye 
you to a Recantation in this Argumenr ; 
ler it not be ſaid, Sir, that you ride Po- 
ſtilion to all the abſurd Doctrines of the 
Age ; ler it not be faid, that you are the 
only Man found ro confound the Unity 
and Glory of God, and that againſt fo 
expreſs light too, as ro make Men call 
you a Divine, with a Nor obſtante to all 
Sence, Reaſon and Integrity. 


HS cripture-[nterpretation, 


Before I deſcend into Particulars, I ſhall 
write a little of the Interprerarion of Scri- 
prures in general 3 and methinks here ir 
griey2s me to fee, how ro make our this 
Myſtery, Men have not ſtopr at any Arts, 
ro force and wreſt the Scriptures to this 
imaginary Truth. 

I ſee well enough how you triumph in 
Scripture-force againſt us : Bur alas, Xp 

ave 


have not one expreis Text againlt us; the 
greareſt it all pretence is, Fohn'1o. 3o. 
which :$ loapparently :in:crprered by cap. 
I7. following ; end fo likewite Fohn: 1.1. 
by 1c, 8.9. that there remains not the 
cait colour tor 17. 

Bur on the other fide, I have cired a- 
gainlt yon, Heb. r. Mark 13. 32. and 
Zen 16.13, 15. Texts thar fo clearly 
deltroys your Hypotheſis, both as ro 
Sen and Holy Ghott, that I could almoſt 
ſay, you mutt be wilfully perverſe in 
reſting Scripture ro cvade their force. 
Bar to return : 

Page 153, you ſay, We ought not ro 
force rhe Scriprures to preconceiv'd Noti- 
ons: Bur what? is not this Myttery ſuch ? 
Surely, were a Pagan to read the Scri- 
prures , the firſt Commandment would 
keep him fo much as from ever dreaming 
of a Trinity ; and I wonder really how ir 
came into Mens Minds: I know the World 
would be apr enough ro embrace ir, when 
ir once comes there, as their Superſtition 
has always enclin'd them to a Polyrheiſm ; 
bur I ſhould have thought there had bcen a 
ſufficient Guard, againſt every colour of 
it in Chriſtianity. 

But ro maintain this Hypotheſis, now 
once up, let me beſeech you ro conſider 
your own evaſive Conſtructions of Scri- 
prure ; I am per{waded, if you err, as I 
have ſaid, *ris becauſe you have continned 
in ycur firſt Faith with roo little circum- 
ipeRtion; and that the Socinian Hypothe- 
{is has not appear'd natural to you ; for 
you ſeem to have roo. much ſincerity, ro 
do otherwiſe, and therefore I preſume 
this liberty with you. 


Conſider then, I ſay, is ir nort ſtrange 
thar you ſhould make the Son , know 
things as God, and not know them as 
;Man, p. 177. Pray afrer what manner 
was the Godhcad Incarnate, and whar 
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kind of Perſon was this, that by a kind 
of Ventriloquy you make to ſpeak ſome- 
thing as Divine, when rhe ordinary Per- 
fon knows nothing of them himlelf > 
. 270. 

: So, what an Anſwer you have there, 
thar the Son was tempred as ro his Man- 
hood, bur not as to his Godhead : And 
pray then where was the Godhead all the 
while, like Baa/'s aſleep ; or was the Man 
Chriſt now and then as ir were poſſeſſed 
by Firs > Methinks I am aſham'd ro han- 
dle the Abſfurdities of this Hypotheſis, 
they make me giddy when I conſider 
them. 

So in the ſame Page, in Interpreting, 
Mark 1 3. 3z. But of that day and that hour 
knoweth no man, no not the angels that are 
in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father : 
Do you not think you wreſt and deſtroy 
the Scripture Sence, and in pretence of 
ſaying, St. Matthew has 'not what Sr. 
Mark has , blemiſh the cleareſt Tex: ? 
You had better write down-right, like 
Bellarmine, Thou lieſt, St. Mark's Goſpel 
is not rrue ; or that Gradation, Man, An- 
gel, or Son 1s impertinent, and then you 
would anſwer ſomething like, as if you de- 
fended a Myſtery. | 

Nor need the Reader admire art this as 
a ſingular Text againſt him ; for indeed 
the whole Myſtery in this caſe is ſo much 
of a piece, that 1 here declare, If any 
Man ſhews me ſo much as one Text, that 
can with Sence be made to plead either 
for the Erernal Generation, the Homo- 
oufios, or Proceflion of the Holy Ghoſt, 
the three grand Foundations of this My- 
ſtery, I will be his Convert immedi- 
ately. | 

Bur by the way, you muſt excuſe me, 
Sir, if for Truth's-ſake, I am forc'd thus 
ro make ſuch Reflections on your words, 
which tho* they may ſeem hard, yer are 


neceſſary ; and yet not that they belong 
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ſo much unto you, as your Cauſe, which 
I cannot otherwile fer to a full light, which 
] believe you have hitherro embrac'd with 
roo much inadvertency, and in following 
the corrupt Interpretations of the Church 
with too much Zeal : Bur to return ro my 
purpole : 

Nor will your Evaſion of Self-conſci- 
ouſneſls, make God and Man One Perſon 
here, as you would infinuare, page 262. 
for *ris plain, God and Man are thus Two 
Perſons, if they acted together, and God 
commanded the Reaſon regulariy, as the Rea- 
ſon does the Sence 3 as you urge, pag. 268, 
9. there mighr be ſome pretence tor their 
being One Perſon, bur you ſee plainly, the 
Godhead exerts itsſelf may be now and 
then as it liſts, nay, ever and anon, as it 
did ar Chriſt's Crucifixion and Acclama- 
tion, left rhe Man by himſelf, and crying 
out upon the Godhead, My God, my God, 
why haFt thou forſaken me. 

And what ? Can here be any prerence 
then that the Godhead ſuffer'd 2 For 
ſhame, leave the Blaſphemy ; and for his 
being con{cious ro the Man Chriſt Jeſus, 
that that ſhould make him Incarnare, is 
fuch a ſuffie, that you had as good ſay, 
God is perſonally united to usall, becaule 
ke is conſcious ro all our thoughts ; as ſup- 
pole a Perſonal Incarnation of God himſelf 
inChriſt, on that account. 

So that all thar you alledge of rhe In- 
comprehenſibiliry of the Incarnation, will 
not ſalve your Sores, for all that youurge 
of that kind, p. 264, is but grats diftum, 
and you ought to have more Truth in 
your Foundation, before you can juſtifie 


luch profound My fteries in the Building. 


So ſurely hereafter, Sir, you will be a- 
ſham'd to ſee how groundleſly you have 
made the Perſon of the Father fignifie 
the whole Trinity, as you have done.; I 
am perſwaded, if God ſhould mercifully 
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open your eycs once to a Conviction, your 
own wrelted Allegations will fertle and 
tix you tor ever trom wavcring. 

Whar you lay page89, and 193. That 
the Son calls the Fatoer the only true God 
Quarenus tons Deitatis ; and that not in 
oppoſitien to the Perſons in Unionwith him, 
but the-Faiſe Gods, page 185, 186. is lo 
groundlels, and withal lo peryerting a 
Conſtruction of Scripture, and meerly on 
the preſumprion of your Hypothelis, that 
I wonder how in fair Argument you can 
uſe it 3 nay, and when in the very Text 
you cite, you have the Father calied the 
only true God, in oppoſition to the Son 
himſelf. | 

dir, Give me leave to rell you, your 
Church and Self have by Timeand Indu- 
{try,given yourſelves ſuch Methodsto blind 
your ſelves, like. the ancient Aftronomers, 
with ſo many Epicicles, and blind and 
precarious Principles, in leading your in- 
rerpreting Scriptures,thart without ſingular 
Courage and ſnrtegrity lead you, I may 
lay, the peculiar Grace of God do it, in- 
deed 'ris almoſt impotſible to ſhew you 
Truth, you are fo clouded and maz'd 
from it, by your own corrupt Subtleties in 
defending Error. 

Bur yer, why do I accuſe you fo far, 
you havealready granted one half of what 
I defire, That ſo many leading Terms, as 
Hypeſtaſis, &C. are to be blam'd, page 1 39. 
be pleas'd bur ro move one ſtep further, 
clap Homo-oulios among them , which 
you confeſs is nor in Scripture, page 15, 
and yield me, thar our impoſing Explana- 
tions mult ar lea{t mud, if nor corrupt the 
ſtream of 'I'ruth ; and you ſhall ſee after 
that, that you and I ſhall never difa- 

ree. 

And indeed T cannor but refle& here 
likewiſe, on that little Treatiſe of Dr. H/ - 
who when he all along grants, that the 
Sence of the Words us'd by this My ttery, 

| C 


are 


are not adequate to any common Conce- 
prion of them, can yer be 1o unrealona- 
ble to wrie to jultite the Impotition of 
them. 

I ſhall add no more in this place, bur 
to ſhew you, how deep you are dipt by 
your Zeal in this Error. that p. 150, you 
can rcll us, We ought nit to interpret Scri- 
ptures by reaſon 3 the Reaſon you ailign us 
1s, becauſe we mult obterve the Propriety 
of Words and Phraſes, and the Scope of 
the Texr: And whar then, Sir,is not Rea- 
fon ro enquire and rule thoſe > You had 
as good ſay, ſhe has no concern in Lan- 
guage ; And pray in what has ſhe more ? 
Bur I ſhall forbear further Reflections. 

oF Reader, I beg the D's Pardon here, 
for upon Examination I find I milunder- 
food his meaning in this place, which 
ſince I find is good and worthy ; ro wir, 
Thar when we woutd interpret a Writer, 
we ought to purſue the natural force of 
his Context ; and if he err ler him do fo, 
bur we ought nor therefore ro wreſt his 


Intentions, tho even to the fair Scheme of 


Truth. 
INCARNATION. 


I have hitherto ſhewn you, how much 
you have err'd in your general Interpreta- 
rion of Scripture, and I ſhall now proceed 
ro redtifie your Errours in particulars, 
wherein I ſhall be the- larger, thar I 
may comprehend the Objections of the 
lare Dr. $----, and others, on my Sub- 
ject : I ſhall begin firſt with the Incar- 
nation. 

Now that I may rhe better ſhew the 


Errors of the Incarnation, as in your 


Hypotheſis, I ſhall tare ir, as it lies moſt 
naturally in mine : Know rhen, thar 
tho I do nor violently acknowledge the 
Son of God ro be co-equal to the Fa- 
ther, yer I freely grant him ro be as 


ns 


Great and Eminent as God could poſſi- 
bly make him. 

Sir, I do nor imagine a Proſopopeia In- 
carnate, as you ſuggeſt, p. 227. nor do I 
make the Godhead carry abour, and now 
and then poſſeſs a Body, as I have ſhewn 
your Trinity Hypotheſis will ncceflirate ; 
bur I ſuppoſe the great God and Ange], 
who under the Farther fram'd all things, 
ro ſariske God's Juſtice, and deſtroy the 
Malice of Satan, and to redeem his own, 
willingly condeſcended, that through the 
Power of Gcd, his Being might be reduc'd 
as to a firſt Semen, and fo he mighr live 
with Purity, and ſuffer under that Trial, 
that no Creature bur himſelf could be able, 
beſides, to accompliſh with any certainty, 
for our Redemprion. 

This, Sir, I conceive, is the great My- 
ſtery of the Incarnation 3 and this, me- 
thinks,carries ſome ſemblance of Rariona- 
lity ; for if we from little Semens, ma 
hereafter grow tothe moſt confiderablede- 
grees of Glory, as the Scriptures aſſures us, 
ſurely there can be no impoſſibility, nor 
difficulty, that God ſhould be able ro re- 
duce the moſt glorious of his Beings back 
again, and make them, as from the firſt - 
Seed of a Soul, arrive to their Ancient 
Glory. 

Bur to this you ſay, page 244, Thar 
there 35 no greater Nonſence in the World, 
than a Made-God , and a Creature-God : 
Sir, the Propoſition is bold, bur you have 
not {toop'd ro a proof of it ; however I 
hope ro ſhew you, 'ris neither Nonlence 
nor Abſurd ; I muſt confeſs, a Creature 
God to be imagin'd the Supream , were 
abſurd ; bur when I ſay a Creature-God, 
I only mean a Spirit of an ubiquitary Pre- 
ſence, and multitudinary Power ; or one 
that by a perfect Self-conſciouſneſs, can 
reaſon with infinite Beings ar once. 

If then, Sir, you will not deny it to be 
in the Power of God to create ſuch a Spi- 

rit, 


rit, which I hope, Sir, you will not ; for I 
ſhould be ſorry ro fee my words draw 
you to blaſpheme thar Power, which you 
can know no Limits of, bur Vice, Error, 
and Weaknels : If you'l grant me, I tay, 
thar God can make ſuch a Power, I will 
add, he has; fer ſurely, ro make ſuch 
more glorious Beings, is much more for his 
Honour, than all little, tingle, and weak 
Individuals, as You and I are. 

Bur you fay, page 159,160. What ſhall 
a meer Man be exalted above Angels ? Yes 
ſurely, if he were firlt above them, and 
laid afide his Being only for a time , and 


in Obedience to his God : And what fay 


you ? Can anything under infinite Wiſdom 
Rule the World 2 Yes, Sir,God's molt glo- 
rious Son, that is wiſer than all Men and 
Angels beſides, and thar is in the Boſome 
of the Father, and ſo has his afliftance , 
may rationally do it. And pray, Sir , 
where are the Abſurdities and Contradi- 
Qions of theſe things ? 

Methinks, Sir, in this you ſhould have 
been aſham'd of your Reaſoning : You can 
allow God's begetting a Son co-equal Ration- 
al, page 221. bur *tis with an horrour, that 
you dereſt an Angel-God : Bur pray, Sir, 
if the Notion of God's begetting a Son be 
not Carnal, tell me why he has no more 
Sons than One ? You dare nor blaſpheme 
him ſure, to ſay he is not more fruirful ; 
or are you ſo niggardly, ro think, he can 
multiply his glorious Iflue roo faſt. 

Bur to return to my Subject : Hence ir 
was, if you would know, That the Sn 
Jays he could do nothing of himſelf, pag.169. 
and hence it was, That whilſt Incarnate he 
had need of the help of the Holy Ghoſt: Bur 
the Reaſons that you have given in thele 
tbings, are ſo ſhuffling, pag. 187, 270. that 
I bluſh to read them. 


So that all the Objections I know, a- 
gainſt this Hyporheſfis, is bur, thar 'ris the 
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Plaronick Phyloſophy made Chriſtian;and 
as 70 thar, I thall only jay rhis : Is Truch 
the worie,becaule P/ato hapned to Tdea ir ; 
or is Chriitianity ro be diſ-etteem'sd , be- 
cauſe a Philoſopher chanc'd ro be in fome 
of her Roads. | 

Bur leaſt any one ſhould think rhar the 
Doctrine of Plato ſhould have the leatt in- 
fluence, in wrelting the Scriprures to rhis 
Hyporhelis, I do hereby in the preſence of 
God declare, whar ir was that firit moy'd 
my Judgmenr, and rurn'd me to be an Ar- 
rian; and if ir did me, it ſhould move us 

in Charity to think ir did others. 

An Acquainrance of mine, ſpeaking by 
chance of the Trinity , told me , Some 
thought ir a breach of the tirlk Command- 
ment; and to convince me, *rwas not re- 
veal'd in rhe New Teſtament, ſhew'd me 
that moſt notable Chapter of the firlt of 
the Hebrews : Now he little thought whar 
he had done, when he did this; for tho 
my Zeal boyd againſt his Blaſphemy, as 
I thoughr ir for a time, yer when I reflect- 
ed again with my ſelf, I rhoughr ar leaſt, 
his Diſcourſe had rais'd ſuch Scruples in 
my Mind, thar the very confiderablenets 
of the firſt Commandment would nece{{i- 
rate me to enquire of. 

Now this was not only all the Ditcourſe 
TI had with him. bur I remember tro this 
day, that I could never underſtand by his 
Diſcourſe, whether he were Arrian or So- 
cinian, nor indeed whar either Hypotheſis 
was 3 tho lately, I muſt confeſs, I have 
perceiv'd him rather enclin'd to the Scc:- 
Nians. 

Bur thus it was, that ſhortly after going 
for Londin, where my Doubr continuj 
upon me, I refolv'dro give my ſelf ſafisfa- 
Cion : I ſought for Books,bur found none; 
indeed I did not know whar ro enquire 
for ; whereupon reſolving to know that 
by my ſclf , which I could not by others, 
without either knowing of Arrianiſm, $1 + 

C 2 cinianiſhm, 


einianiſm, or Platoniſm , T took this fol- 
iowing courſe : ER 

I rook 'the New Teſtamenr, where: I 
conceiv*d this "Fruth was to be found re- 
veald, if any where, and reading it with 


attention, I colle&ed every Text relating 


to Father, Son, and Holy Ghoit, into an 
Imperial ſheer of Paper ; for neither liking 
giddy Tradition, nor the tricks of wrett- 
ing ſingle Texrs, I thought that this could 
be the-only way ro find the Truth by, if 
any. 

Now God is my Witneſs , that whenT 
did thus, I could nor bur fall into Arria- 
#iſm 3 not that I then knew what Name 
my Opinion had ; bur ſome time after 
meeting with Books, I ſaw the difference 
of Arrianiſm and Socinianiſm ; and found 
that I was not ſingular in my Sentiments, 
bur that the World had thought the ſame 
before me. 

Nor was this all,burt before I knew that 
my Hypotheſis had been known to the 
World, thinking that I was fingular inthe 
- Truth, I refolv'd in Charity ro Mankind 
to publiſh my diſcovery, till ſome Friends 
hearing of it, advis'd me to conſider firlt, 
that I might be as much blinded by my 
own Pride of Search, as the World was 
by their Corruption and Traditions. 

Upon this, relolving to be reſign'd to 
Truth, and fearing leit my Preſumprion 
might ruine me, I not only took all my 
Papers and burnt them, but reſoly'd ro 
read all Pooks for rhe Trinity , and con- 
verſe all Perſons, and if polible ; fatisfic 


my {elf ro believe, and aequieſce in fo 


great a Myſtery. 

But #las, Sir, after 2!l this care, you ſee 
Iam forc'd to differ {tom you; ſo that rho 
Iwould willingly 1+ by my Sentiments, 
the better ro ex2t1r1't: Trurn for a while, 
yer when on ſea-; 1 could ftill do no 0- 
therwiſe, than think my Old Opinion the 
beſt, I durſt nor leave Truth for ever ; 
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and I hope the neceſſity of my Caſe will at 
teait induce you to a Charity for me. 


But that I may return from this Digreſ- 
fion, and the better evidence to you, rhar 
thele God-Angels are no Novelties in Scri- 
prure, ler me add hereto an Idea of the 
Narure of Spirits, as I have taken it even 
from the Scriptures themſelves ; and thus 
there are Gods, 1 Cor. 8.5, 6. 2 Cor. 4.4. 
Porentares, Principalities, Rulers, and Do- 
minions, Col. 1.16. Eph. 6.12---1. 20, 21, 
and Angels, &c. 

God, ſignifies a Spirit of a Univerſal 
Power, fo that tho there be bur One Su- 
pream God, the Father, yet he has conſti- 
ruted the Son and Holy Gholt,two Depu- 
ties under him, 1 Cor. 12. 4, 5, 6. Rev. 
5.6. Fohn16.12,13,14,15. calling the 
Son an Angel in thisdeputarion,in the Old 
Teſtament, Exod.23.20,21. Eccl.5.6. Tſar, 
63.9. 

And on this Foundation ftand thoſe Ex- 
preſtons, Let us make Man,&c. Gen. 1.26. 
---3.22.-—11.6,7. And thus, rhrongh the 
von it is that we are faid ro have Accef,, 
by one Spirit ro the Father, Eph.2.18. Rev. 
1.4,5. And thus it is, that the Holy Ghoſt, 
and Satan the Evi! God, 2 Cor. 4.4.” Fohn 
14-30. Eph.2.2. Rev.12.9; 20.8. Matth. 
25.41. Fohn $8.44. are in us like two con- 
trary prompting and ruling powers, 1 Foh. 
4.6.1 Sam.18.10. 1 Cor.2.12. 

Thus it is, that the Son, as Gevernour 
under the Father of theſe rwo lefſer Gods, 
adminiſters the Gifts of the One, Rom. 8, 
26,27, 1 Cor. 12.4,5,6. Fohn 16. 13. and 
reſtrains the Temptations of the other , 
I Cor. 16.13. Whilſt they are in a perpe- 
tual War in us; that is, all Mankind at 
once, 1 Fohn 4.6. 1 Cor. 2. 12. Fohxt 14. 
26.---8.38.—-16.7. Zech. 13. 2. Nehem. 5. 
20.Rev.2.13.-—12.9,10.—20.2,3. 1 Kings 
22.21,22. Rom.8.26. Mark 4.15. 2 Tim.2. 
26, one helping im us the other tempting 


1s, one comforting us , and the other ac- 
cufins us, one haveng ſeven the Number 
of Porte on arrribured ro him, Rev. 5. 6. 
--12.7- as iixewile has the other. 

And tius you are to underſtand the 
Texts © 4 univerſal good Angel, Eccl.5.6. 
P{al.34.7. 1ja.63,9. Matth. 18. 20. Eph. 4. 
16. and a Univerial Evil One, Jech.13.2. 
Rev. 12.9. and tho fome have thought 
both Saran and the Holy 'Ghoſt, rather 
Names of Orders of Spirits, than God- 
Angels, citing for it Rev. 1.4.---3.1.---4.5. 
---5.6. Tobit 12.15. Fech.3.9.—4.10. yet 
'is plain by the whole courſe of Scripture 
thar thoſe places more rationally ought to 
| be underitoodthar thoſe Gods have Prin - 
cipalities, and Angels.&c. which are ſome- 
times employ'd by them in Offices under 
them. 

If you defire to ſee this Matter more 
amply argued, you muſt read M. B:del!'s 
Twelve Arguments of the Holy Ghoſt , 
who when he made the Holy Ghoſt fo 
conſiderable as'he did, I wonder how he 
could continue a Socinzan longer ; for the 
Scriptures 'fo plainly ſer the Son above the 
Holy Ghoſt, and-rell us , Thar all Power 
is given to the Son both in Heaven and 
Earth, which he cannot poſſibly otherwiſe 
manage, that-I admire he did nor turn 
Arrian throughour. 

Bur to return 3 this Order of . God's 
Adminiſtration through the Son;and by the 
Holy Ghoſt, appears more ery + when 
weconſider their -gradative Styles ih Scrip= 
ture, and the Apoſtles'Creed 3 rhus the 
Father only is called God in our Creed, as 
only being ſo ; the Son called Lord.as he 
only really is ſo under him, 1 Coy. 8. 5,6. 
and rhe Holy Ghoſt, or Spirit, only ftiled 
Holy, in oppoſition to the Evil One. 

And thns, 'the Divine Benefits we re- 
teive, -as from the Fatherare called Love 
and Operation, from the Son, Grace and 
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Adminiſtration ; but from the Holy Ghoſt 
and lefſer Power, only Gift and Fellow- 
ſhip, 1 Cor. 12.4,5,6. 2 Cor. 13, 14. and 
hence it was, thatall Communication be- 
rween the Father and Holy Ghoſt, being 
through the Son, Propheſics ceas'd while 
the Son was Incarnate. 

Next unto theſe, as I have faid, ſucceed 
Principalities, Powers, and Dominions : 
Now theſe, by their very Names ſhew 
themſelves to be as leſſer Depurics ; thar 
is, as Governours of Provinces and King-* 
doms, under the Gods of the World, the 
Holy Ghoſt and Satan ; and for theſe and 
Their Offices, you may ſee Dan. 10.12,13, 
20,21.-—12.1. A@s 16.9. 

Laitly, As for Angels, I need ſay no- 
thing of them, ſeeing their Names declare 
their Offices, and the Scriptures abound 
with Examples of their performing them; 
thus an Angel came e Virgin Mary, to 
Cornelins, and ſeferal others; fo that of 
this enough: And if any thing remain, it 
muſt be ro explain rhe reaſonableneſs of 
theſe Hierarchys. 


I fay therefore, when we think to rea- 
ſon of Spirits, we mutt freely allow our 
ſelves an open and generous ſource of 
Thought 3 for as the Air,and much more 
they are too fine for the groſs Caſements 
of our Eyes ; ſo if we deſign duly ro ex- 
amine their Nature, we muſt be able to 
walk withour Senfke a little, and not think 
to grope grofly after rhem,as if we would 
feel rhem. 

Firſt then, I lay ir down asa Rule, 
Thar Spirits are Immortal, and have no 
need of any nouriſhment, nor do,nor need 
we doubr this, when we conſider even 
how the Sun has ſabfiſted, how his un- 
wearied Rays impair him nor, and how 
fo many Thouſand Years has not exhau- 
fted his Source of glowing Fuel. 


Secondly, 


Secondly, To this I muſt add thar I can- 
not bur beheve;thar like unto Clouds 1n the 
Air, they gradually tubfiſt in each other, 
by the proportional Purity of each others 
Subltances; nor need this be ſtrange to us, 
tor this 1s evident, that God ar leaitt ex- 
its in all of them, and rules them as eafi- 
ly as they by his permiflion can us ; and 
if ſo, what hinders bur that he may have 
Depury-Gods to do the like under him. 

Nor can it well be otherwile, than that 
they ſhould rule one another thus,through 
their gradual Purity and Inexiitency ; for 
when we conſider, that Devils are entire- 
ty wicked , and are not to be ruled other- 
wiſe than through a real force, there re- 
mains no doubr , bur that as they are in 
tubjection ro one another, fo ir is through 
ſuch a real force as this, that neither Arr, 
nor Conſpiracy can deitroy. 

Bur yer, atrer all this, methinks I hear 
you object, that this is difficulr ro con- 
ceive, that any Creature ſhould be of ſo 
exrentive a Power ; And yet why 1o ? 
Does nor the Sun do the ſame thing in the 
Senfible and Vegetable World? And ſhall 
we-think as generala power in a Spirit, 
thar as eaſily pierces the thickeſt Bodies,as 
he does the Air, impoſſible ; nay, or fo 
much as difficulr, in the rational World : 
Bur what 2 We know not how it is done, 
no more we know not how God and our 
own Spirit exi't within us. 

To conclude, I ſhall only add,that this 
being once granted, there remains no dif 
ficulty ro imagine, how all” our Spiritual 
Actions are perform'd, and how we are 
rempred ; thus only the Supream God,and 
his Son, poſlibly may ſee our Thoughts, 
the lefſer Gods,the Holy Ghoſt and Satan, 
may qnly have power of Hicroglyphick 
Imagery in Dreams, and prompting us, 
while Potentates and Angels, may 


only have power to rule and conyerle 
m4 
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Bur of this enough ;and 1 ſhall now pro- 
ceed ro handle thoſe particular Texts, that 
you, and others have cited againſt us. 

Particular TEXTS. 

[Zohn 1.1.] Page 216.you tell us, In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God: And 
whar Sir, can be more agreeable ro an 
Hypotheſis, than this ro ours? May I tell 
you more agreeable, than the Trinitarian, 
tor here is no mention of a Union of theſe 
rwoybur that in the beginning of all Things 
there was a God, which we beheld as the 
Word on the Earth, thar exiſted with the 
Supream God , that as .his Inſtrument 
made all things, thar is, all things beſides 
himſelfand God, according ro 1 Cor. 15. 
27.and that coming to his own to redeem 
them, they knew him nor: And here, Sir, 
your Charges againſt rhe Socinians , not 
only vaniſh ro Air, bur turn againſt you, 
when us'd by the Arrians. 

Now, that you may not take our Idea 
of the Son to be groundleſs, I ſhall giveir 
you thus, from Scriprure irs ſelf : He is rhe 
beginning of rhe Creation of God, Rev. 3. 

14. Col. 1. 15. Eccleſ, 1. 4, 9.24. 9. for 
Righteouſneſs exalted ro be God's Son, 
Hebr. 1. 2 Pet. 1.17. and yer as ſo whol- 
ly dependant on the Father , Fohn 5. 26. 
-—10.29.—14 28. 

So he is likewiſe made our Univerſal 
Lord and Ruler, 1 Cor. 15. 24 ,25,2728. 
Phil. 2. 11. Dan- 7. 13, 14. Eph. 1. 17, 
20, 21, 22, 23. Nay, even Lord of All, 
with expreſs Eminence, As 2. 36—10. 
36. Phil. 2. 1t. Luke 2.11, Fohn 13.33 
13. Matth. 22. 43, 44. and Judge, 
Fohn 5. 22. 30. , Matth. 24. 30, '31. 
Mac. 16.26, who before his Incarnation, 
was that Word, by whom God made the 
Worlds, and fram'd all Things, Fohmn 1: 


' Heb. 1.2.-—10.2,1e. Eph.3.9. 1 Cor. 8.6, 


whether 
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Heb. 1. 2, 10. 1 Cor. 8. 615, 27, 28. 
Which Texts, I muſt agree with you, 
Sir, I think the Socinians wrongfully wreft 
to a New Creature. ' 

Further, tho the Son be often called 
Gad in Scriprure, as Fohn 20. 28. As 20. 
28. Rom. 9. 5. yet that can give us no 
ground ro equal him ro the Father, the 
Supream God, becauſe God is nor only a 
Title, as I have faid ofren, beitow*'d on 
Creatures, Exod. 7. 122. 28. Pſalm 97. 
7. 2 Cor. 4.4. bur is particularly intended 
ro the Son as ſuch, as you may ſee, Fohn 
Io. 35, 36S. 1 Cor. 8.5, 6. wherehe is on- 
ly declared ro be Lord by ir , which 
is a Title inferiour and ſubordinate to 
God. 

[Prov. 8. 30.] Your next Texr I ſhall 
ſpeak to, is, Prov. 8. 30. Then I was by 
him, as one brought up with him, and [ 
was daily his delight, rejoicing always be- 
fore him. And whar, Sir, does this look, 
as if there was a coequality to be repre- 


ſented 2 No ſurely, rhe Texr aggrandi- 


zes the Perſon of rhe Father roo much ; 
and when you confider ir, I doubt nor,bur 
you will grant me ſo. 

Norneed I give you other Anſwer here, 
ſince you know I grant Chrilt in his pre- 
exiſtent ſtate, Fohn 17. 5, 24=13.3. Phil. 
2.6, 7. 1 Cor. 10.4, 5, 9. Luke 13. 34, 
35. tobea Spirit of a Univerſal Power, 
2 Cor. 13. 5. Mat. 23. 37-28. 18=—18.20. 
Eph. 4. 10. who laying aſide his bleſſed 
State, Fohn 17. 5. Heb. 1.7, 8,9, 10. 
Eph. 4. 10. Fohn6.62. was deputed in- 
ro Incarnation, Fohn 17. 3, 18. Heb. 5. 
4» 5, 6, 7, 8,910. and rewarded for it, 
Heb. 12. 2, Phil. 2.6,to 11. Eph. 1. 20, 
21, 22, 23. 1 Pet, 1. 21. being made our 
Mediator, the Lord of our Temple and 
Sabbath, and King and Spouſe ro the U- 
niverial Church, Mar.1 2.6.8. Mark 2. 29. 
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whether viſible or inviſible, Col. r. 16,17. 
bur yer ſo as an Inſtrument only, Eph.3.9. 


[Exed. 23. 20.] Pag 229,you fay, Thar 
there are many Texts in the Old Telita- 
ment, even by Chriit and his Apoſtles, ap- 
plied ro himlelf, as then in being ; and I 
grant ir you, thus Zech.12.10. They ſhall 
look on me whom they have pierced, page 
208, and in Malachy, Bchold I will fend 
my Meſlenger, and he ſhall prepare the 
way before me, page 235, an{wering to 
Mat. 3. 3. Bur whar benefit will theſe 
Texts do you ? Nothing really, but con- 
found your Hy pothelis. | 

*Tis rrue, Chritt did appear in bcing in 
the Old Tettamenr, bur as but an Angel, 
bearing the Name of God, Gen. 16. 10= 
—18. 1, 2, 22—19. I--48. 16. Iſai. 6. 1. 
Ezeh. 1.26, 28. 2 Eſd. 2. 42, to 48. Eccl. 
5. 6. Numb. 20. 16. Exod. 23.20, 21,22. 
referr'd ro 1 Cor. 10. 4, 5, 9. once in E- 
minence called, The Angel of the Preſence, 
Tat. 63.9. and as he is ſometimes called 
in the New Teſiament roo, Heb. 4. 7, 8, 
9. Rev. 8. 3. Who taking fleſh upon him, 
ſhew'd as much by rhe Agonies he was in, 
Mat.26.39=27. 46. Luke 22. 43. 

Bur to prerend, that there could be the 
Union of rwo Rationals, a God and a Soul 
ina Body to make a Perſon ; or that the 
Godhead could poilibly diveſt itſelf of 
Power and Knowledge, to poſſeſs rhe Bo- 
dy of an Infant ; or that ir was otherwiſe 
in Chrit, who like others was a Child, and 
grew in knowledge by degrees ; are ſuch 
Principles, that without Men lay by their 
Reaſon with their Religion beyond re- 
_— » I wonder they are not aſham'd 
of. 

Beſides, even the farisfaction of Chriſt 
as God, ſeems irrational 3 What muſt we 
make our Creatour ſuffer for us, e're he 
can pardon us, and imaginarily manage * 
the Machine of a Humane Body.rto atrone 
to himſelf, and by himſelf > Whar looks 
more impertinent and abſurd ? 

Bur that Chriſt the Lord of allCrearures, 


(ould 


Fhould attone to their God for them, no- 
thing ſeems more rational or juſt, it he 
dehgn'd to fatisfie God's Juſtice, to detiroy 
the Works of the Devil in Adam, and 
bring us ro Glory, Heb.2. 9,10. And up- 
on this account ir was, that for all Chrilt's 
Prayer, Thar if it were poſſible this Cup 
ſhould paſs from him : God's Juitice would 
not let it, indeed he 1s too impartial even 
ro ſpare his own Son. 

[Heb. 1.] Next, I ſhould ſpeak of the 
Texr, Heb. 1. quored from P/al. 102. 25, 

' 26, 27. and mention'd in your Book, pag. 
200.. how Chri# fram'd the World, which 

you know I deny not ; however, give me 

leave to tell you, that that Context utter- 
ly deſtroys your Hyporthefis, tho it does 
not mine 3 for how you will reconcile 
thete words, Being made ſo much better then 

:be Angels, v. 4. And thou haſt lov'd Righ- 

tcouſneſs, and hated Tniquity, and therefore 

Ged, even thy God has anointed thee with 

the ol of gladneſs above thy fellows, viz. 

Angels in the Context, I know not ; and yer 

you fee Chrit is called God,rtharis,is men- 

rioned in his higheſt degree, in the ſame 

Context, v. 8, 9. 

So that I hope, Sir, if our Brother Ss- 
£nus Cannot pleaſe you, as wreſting rov 
much the Scriprures in his Interpretations, 
- as you complain, pag. 229, 230, yet the 
Arrian way give you farisfaction, and 
thew you there is an Hypotheſis more apr, 
* may Lay, almoſt infinitely than rhe Tri- 
nity. 

Fobn 3. 16. Page 238, you tell us,The 
Fundamental Myſtery of Chriſtianity ts, 
that God fo loved the World, that he gave his 
only bexotten Son, that whoſoever believeth 
in him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſt- 
ir2 Life : And I agree with you, Sir, 
provided you will but take away your 
2dditional ftretch of an Erernal Genera- 
ton to the Words, and ler the Scripture 
mterpret them. 
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Now the ground upon which the Scri- 


' ptures ſay Chritt is called God's Son, you 


may ſee plainly, As 13. 32, 33. Heb. 1, 
4, &c. Luke 1. 35. Rom. 1.4. 2 Pet.1.17, 
and ſo for his Reſurrection, which God 
accompliſh'd for him, A. 2. 31, 32--13, 
33, 35- Bur where is it we are to find, 
he is his Son through an Erernal Genera- 
tion ? Not ſurely becauſe he is called 
God's Son ; for that he was nor, unleſs 
propherically, before his Incarnation, nor 
only begotten ; for that he might be only 
as he was God's eminenteſt, and only 
culiar Creature, indeed the Texts before 
cited, take away all other Myſtery from 
the Word whatever. 

So for his being without Sin in the 
Fleſh, it might be, becauſe, as I ſaid, he 
was immediately God's Creation, where- 
as all things elſe were made by him, and 
through him, and conſequently more im- 
perfect 3 and for thar cauſe roo, he may 
properly be called his only begotten Son, 
and his expreſs Image, as no one beſides 
has, or is capable of managing an entire 
Depurarion under him. 

And upon this account indeed it was 
too, that he alone was able to bear the 
weight of che Prophecies, and Tryals inci- 
dent ro our Redemption 3 for if I may fo 
ſay, not only the Tryals were too hazar- 
dous to be yentur'd at by an ordinary An- 
gel, bur no One, except the Great Lord 
of the Creation, would be like ro ſhew fo 
great a Love to it, in its Redemption, 
Heb. 2. 9, 10. | 

Beſides, as God's Juſtice is moſt impar- 
tial, ſo even tho the Son undertook the 
Office, he was nor favoured in ir ; thus 
when he became Incarnate, he had no 
Power of his own, Mat.26.53. Fohn11.41, 
44. nor was he called to his Office, rill he 
had firſt ſought ro God with rears, Heb.5. 
7, 8. and when he was too, he was often 
lefr to the ſharpeſt Tryals alone, or ee ., 
he 


he could never have cry'd out, My God, 
my God, why haſt thou forſaken me, when 
he was upon the Crols, as he did. 

Indeed, had he nor then been wholly 
dependant on the Father, Fohn 5. 10, to 
30. Heb. 2. 4. Mat. 12. 18, 28. Fohn 
3. 31. As 1o. 38-2. 22, 31, 32--3. 15. 
Luke 3. 22=4. 18. Fohn6. 57. 8, 28,29- 
-10.29--I 1, 42—12, 49,50—=14,28. 2 Cor, 
. 4. 14.13. 4. and directed by the Holy 
Ghoſt, Mat. 14. 23. and as ſo dependant 
on God's Grace, he had been no apr Par- 
tern for us, Rom. 8. 29. Like 6. 12. Fohn 
15. 9, Io. as he is now, when ſubject ro 
like Infirmities, Mat. 27. 46.--26. 38, 39. 
Luke 22. 43- Mark 15. 34=14. 35, 36. 
and yer not bur thar I grant, tHar after he 
was once raisd again from the Dead by 
God, As 2. 24, 323. 15, 26—13, 32, 
33. after his Aſcention he receiy'd his 
Power again, Mae. 28. 18. 

(Phil. 2.6.] Another Text you urge a- 
gainſt us is, Thar 'cis ſaid of Chriſt, Ph. 
2. 6. That he thought it no robbery to be e- 
qual to God, V. page 246, 244. Bur whate- 
ver you ſurmize, this Text will do you 
bur lirtle benefir , for whar is this bur ro 
require what I have granted, thar Jeſus 
Chriſt is abſolure Lord to all the Glory of 
the Father ; and indeed, Sir, if you would 
have bur look'd a little further, ro v.9.and 
Io, you would have ſeen the Apottle him- 
ſelf, apply this my Interpreration accord- 
ing to 1 Cor. 15. 27, 28. 

So page 239, you tell us, He took upon 
him ths form of a Servant : And page 242, 
you ſay, That that proves hy Pre-exiſtence: 
And I grant ir you : And whar, Sir, is not 
this agreeable ro my Hypotheſis ? Bur you 
add page 242, That it was matter of free 
choice : And have I nor faid the ſame ? 
Indeed, you have added page 244, That 
there is not greater Nonſence, than a Crea- 
ture-God : Bur, Sir, then you ſhould haye 
proy'd it. 
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Fohn 2.. 19. 24. Page 233 you tell us, 
The Temple was a Type of Chrift : As you 
urge it more ſtrongly paze 234, 235. And 
indeed, Sir, you are in the right ; bur I 
hope you weild this Sword again{t the 
Socinians, and vor the Arrians. So page 
237 you tell us of the Types of Sacrifice ; 
bur inall theſe things we agree with you, 
Sir 3 and our Caule ought to loſe no Re- 
puration, by your Impurations ; and there- 
fore excule me if I pur in thus a Caveat 
here and there, leaſt another Reader, it 
not your ſelf, may be miſlead by them. 

Fohn 10. 3o. Bur now I am come to 
your great Charge, Sir ; I and my Father 
are One : And here you prepar'd your ſelf 
before, with your Selt-conſciouſnels, þ. 57. 
but as to thar, I think I have anſwer'd 
you ſufficiently already ; fo thar I hope, 
even your ſelf will judge, that the Text 
Fohn 17. 20, 21, alledg'd by you, p. 62. 
will be a ſufficient Anſwer to you, for all 
your fine-ſpun Evations, p. $1, 62, 63. 

1 Fohn 5. 7. The ſame Anfiver I ſhall 
rerurn you to the Text: There are Three 
that bear Record in Heaven, the Father, 
the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, and thoſe 
Three are One : and indeed Sir, withour 
queſtioning the Authority of this place, 
whar can we rationally mean by this Text; 
unleſs One. in bearing Record, according 
as I Cor. 3. 8. and the Context directs > 

So page 51, you alledge, rhat becauſe 
Chriſt ſaid, The Father i in me, and I in 
him, that therefore they are eſſentially 
One ; as likewiſe, becauſe Chriſt is ſaid 
to be in the Boſome of the Father : Burt a- 
las Sir, your Inference is fo weak, and 
theſe Exprefſions ſo much better ſuir my 
Hypotheſis than yours, that they deſerve 
not an Anſwer; For pray Sir, let me ask 
you, Who is to be cheriſt'd in the Boſom 2 
Whar, a Co-equal? And is nor the other 
Expreflion adequate to both Hypotheſis 
alike ? 

So 
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So page 50 you lay , The Son perfely 
knows the Father. And page 59 you al 
ledge 4 Scripture to prove it, which de- 
nies ir, indeed, which ſhews you he knows 
bur what the Father ſees good to rell him : 
Beſides Sir, in this matter you have us'd 
ſuch a ſhuffling Method of anſwering, as 
] ſhew'd you before, in treating : a 
the Hour of Judgment, that Chriit knows 
nor ſomething as Man, and yer all things 
on occaſion as God, in the tame Perſon, 
that really till your Hypothetis let you 
write better, you delerve no Anſwer. 

Fohn 2. 25. Bur as a ſtrengrhning to 
this, may be alledg'd, whar you have 
wrote p4ze 245, that Chritt rells us, He 
knew what was m man : And no doubt of 
ir, Sir, he needed nor that any Man ſhould 
reltifie of Man ; bur does this therefore 
argue, he had nor this knowledge from the 
Father, by the Holy Ghot. 

Beſides, Sir, if you mean that in his 
pre-exiſtenr ſtare he ſees our Thoughts, as 
you ſeem to alledge page 248, and 252, I 
anſwer you, I never denied it 3 bur if 
you think he knew what was in Man 
whilſt Incarnate, otherwiſe than by Reve- 
lation, I muſt confeſs you make me difſenr 
from you ; for if he had, he could never 
have ask'd Men occaſionally ſo many 
Queſtions as hedid: as when he ask'd his 
Diſciples, Whar Fohn thought of him ? 
And what Men faid of him ? 

Mat. 21. 18. Page 247 you tell us, 
That Chrift had all power both in heaven 
and earth given him: Bur I wonder you 
will cite a Text ſo much againſt you ; for 
if it was given him, was there not a time 
then, thar he had ir nor , that 1s, during 
his Incarnation, according ro Fohn 17. And 
if ſo, what good will all your little Ar- 

guings, page 248, 250, and 251, do you. 

You know, Sir, whatever the Socinians 
do, our Hypotheſis ſuppoſes him eminent- 
ly the Son of God, Jchn 19. 7520.31. and 
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rhe Univerſal Lord, As 2. 36-10. 36: 
nor do we deny him properly to be called 
a God, provided it be expreſſed as in the 
Scripture, in ſubordination to the Farher, 
Heb. 1. 8,9. for there in his higheſt Glo- 
ry and Exaltation, he 1s always put under 
the Father, 1 Cor. 15. 27, 28. Rev. 3. 
12. Phil. 2.11. Fohn20. 17. Eph. 1. 17, 
20, 21, 22. 

Mat. 9.6. Bur you ſay, page 249, That 
the Son of man hath power on earth to for- 
give ſins : Bur what then ? Thar it was 
not his own Power, appears by his An- 
{wer to the Sons of Febbedee, Mar.20. 23. 
which he would nor have given, had he 
been a Supream and Co-equal God ; nay, 
more, to confirm this,he declares he knows 
not the Hour of Judgmenr, Mark. 13. 32. 
1 Tim. 6. 15. Indeed, after his Reſurre- 


Ction he tells us, The Father hath pur all 


Times and Seaſons in his own Power, 
Aﬀts 1. 7. And tells us, That God gave 
him even the Revelations to ſhew unto his 
Servants, Rev. I. I. | 

Fohn.5. 25. The laſt Tex: I ſhall write 
of in general of the Son, is, That all Men 
ſhould honour the Son, as they honour the 
Father : and this p. 173, you ſay, Ought 
to be equal tothe Honour we pay the Father : 
and I prertily obſerve, that you pur off, 
that God appointed that Honour, on pre- 
tence, thar *ris natural for the Son to re- 
ceive Honour by the Father. 

So page 253,254, 255- you are upon-a 
continuation of the ſame Argument : But 
alas, how woodenly : NoReadercan pe- 
ruſe you, and nor ſee. Page 62, you can 
grant your ſelf, that (as) fignifies a like- 
neſs, and not always ſameneſs in degree 3 
And if ſo, why cannor our Brother Socin:- 
an's Anſwer ſerve you * 

Bur however,that we may put this mat- 
rer our of all doubr ? Pray, Sir, conſider a 
little, is there no difference, between rhe 
great Jon of God our Mediator, and every 

little 
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lirtle Creature, and isnot there a difference 
berween a Mediatorappointed by God,and 
one ſet up meerly by the whimifie of Man? 
If theſe are nor good Reaſons for your 
giving tO Chriſt Honour as a Mediatour, 
I know not whar are, I am fure they are 
better, than to make God fioop to ſick a 
petry Honour, as to be abſurdly Media- 
ror to himſelf. 
Bur you havea further Argument, page 
205. from 2 Phil. 9.10,11. That at the 
lame of Feſus every knee ſhall bow—-——and 
that every tongue ſhall confeſs. (But whar 2) 
that Feſus Chriſt x Lord, to tie glory of the 
Father. And who lhall deny you this 
Honour ? Not I : no, I wi!! grant it you 


'in confuſion to your own Hypotheſis ; for 


tis ſuch a Lord, and nor a God , that I 
would have you think him ro be. 

Now, that we mighr the berrer under- 
ſtand what Honour 1s due to :112 Son, the 
Scripture hath expreiiy called ir, and ap- 
pointed it ro be Meditation, As 4. 10, 
11,12. Fohn 14.13. Eph.3.20,21. Phil.2.9. 
Rom.1.8.---5.11. Col.3.16,17. Fohn 16.23, 
26, bur yer nor fo as that we ſhould pray to 
him for our Mediation, no more than we 
are:to pray to. him for any thing elle. 

Nor ought any other Worthipto be patd 
bim,unleſs perſonally. preſent, and then as 
the only Son of God, and Lord of the 
World, he requires it, and ſuch Worſhip 
is what is given him, Hebr.1.6. where the 
following Verles 7, 8, 9. plainly ſhew ir 
not to be intended of the Supream Wor- 
ſhip, bur as is mentioned, Rev. 5.9,10,11, 
12, 13. becauſe God for his excellency 
and worthineſs has appointed him thar 
Honour. 

Laſtly, To account 2 Cor. 1 3. 14. for a 
Supream Adoration, were to make Gen. 
a8. 16. ſo too;; and as for the Worthip of 
the Holy Ghoſt, as you your ſelf can as 
good as confeſs, page 194. there is no men- 
tion made of it in the whole Scriptures : 
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ſo that you may fee on what a rotten 
Foundation your Faith ſtands ; and in- 
deed,were nor the Truth I write for now, 
near as clear as the Sun ac Noon,l ſhould 
not be lo zealous for ir. , 


Mediatory Kingdom. 


Iproceed now to write of Chriſt's Me- 
diatory Kingdom ; and here I cannor bur 
obſerve, how the Trinicarian Hypothelis 
diftorts the whole frame of Truth, makes 
God a Mcdiator ro himſclf, and a Coequal 
take as an Honour an underling Othce, 
whereas Chri:t in the Arr:anldea, as the 
great Son of God, is fit ro be our Media- 
tor between God and his Handiwork,and 
10ay be defervedly honour'd wirhYhe Ti- 
tle, that he alone can prevail with God 
for mercy for us. 

And here I cannot bur ler you ſee, Sir, 
with whar falſe colours you would mag- 
nitie this Office, ro make it rational for a 
Coequal to accept of ir; thus page 159. 
you make it nothing, That God exalted 
him to it : and ſo page 163. That he was 
forc'd firſt to ſuffer for it , and then re- 
ceive it as a Gift 3 whereas indeed, if he 
were a Coequal, it were both ſervile and 
degrading to him, even to accept ir, tho 
on any Tearms, and rho with a Reward. 

So paze 173. I cannot bur admire, to 
ſee how you [glorious] our this Kingdom, 
how you would fain ſeem to make it com- 
mand the Farther ; when alas, Sir, you 
know your {elf,all rhe Power of this King- 
dom, 1s but an humble IncerceTion, p.179. 
Indeed your Argument, p. 176. and 243. 
Thar no One but a God can adminiſter it 3 
is ſomewhar forcible againſt rhe Socinians, 
but can be of no force for you againit the 
Arrians. 

Bur why do I uſe more words, That all 
Power in Heaven and Earth were given 
him after his death, Mazth.28.18. If a 
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God coequal before, were Nonſenſe, and 
as a Creature-God, your {elf tays he can- 
not exerciſe.ir ; ſo rhat Propheties ſhould 
ceaſe, as they did while he was Incarnare, 
Fohn 7.39.---16.7,13,14,15.were abſurd ; 
otherwite, indeed, you might as juttly 
frame a Mediatory Kingdom, to interprer 
thar great Texrof the Ho!y Ghott, Fohn 
I6. 13,14, 15. as build tuch a groundlels 
one as this for Chrilt. 


Of the Three Perſons togcther, 


Having premiſed thus much in general 
of the Son, and indeed on whom almolt 
depends the whole hinge of the Contro- 
veriie, I ſhall now proceed ro ſhew you 
how the whole Three Perſons are treated, 
when they are named together in Scrip- 
ture, that you may ſec even there our Hy- 
pothelis prevails allo. 

Know then, thar in ſuch places the Fa- 
ther is repreſented as our God diſtinct 
and ſolely, the Son our Lord diſtinct and 
wholly, and the Holy Ghoſt only as our 
aiding Spirir or Comforter, Eph. 4.4.5.6. 
r Cor. 8. 5,6. So in the Revelations like- 
wile, St. Fohn makes the Son and Holy 
Ghoſt, but as Arrendants on the Throne of 
the Father, Rev.5.6,7,8,09c. whilit he on- 
ly firs on the Throne ; and the' greateit 
Honour even of the Son is, thar he has 
redeemed us, and ſo is become worthy ro 
open the Book. 

Bur yer as I have formerly ſhewn you, 
as the Father impowers the Holy Ghoit 
thro1gh the Son, 31 all Acts of Grace, ſo 
are thcir Records One, 1 Fohn 5. 7. and 
yet not but thar' this Record recervesa ſtile 
agreeable ro the Excellency of the Perion 
' Living ir, where *tis diftinguiſt'd : Thus 
in the Father *ris calPd Operation, the Son 
Adminiſtrarion, and in the Holy Ghoſt 


Gifts, 1 Cor. 12.4,5,6. And the manner of 


Gift in the Father is called Love, in rhe 


Son Grace, and the Holy Ghoſt Fellow- 
ſhip, 2 Cor. 13, 14. Ram 15.16. 

So likewile, as all Three being engaged 
in our Salyarion, they are pur in as Arrti- 
cles to our Apoſtles Creed , but yer with 
ſubordinate T'tles, as God , Lord , and 
Holy, to ſhew their dittinCtion and infe- 
riority ; ſo that your Argument you lee, 
Sir, that their being there, makes them 
Coequal and God,is very weak, page 197. 
for by the ſame Reaſon you might make 
every Body,or the Carholick Church,God 
likewile. 

Hence likewiſe, the ancient Doxology 
before it was alter'd, was, Glory be to the 
Father, through the Son, and by the Haly 
Ghoſt ; thar is, through the Son as Med: 
ator, and by the Holy Ghoſt as a Mini- 
{tring Afſiltant : (fee Sparks on the Litur- 
gy) which ſhew'd plainly their Subord+- 
nation : Indeed fince, upon the prevail- 
ing of the Doctrine of the Trinity , it has 
been alrerd: Bur with whar Scripture 
Authority ? now I hope you ſee plainly, 

Bur I ſhall nor difſent from you , that 
the Sociniansabfurdly baprize inthe Name 
of the Holy Ghoſt, if there were none; 
and they do worle than thoſe Diſciples 
who never heard of him , for they ac- 
knowledg'd him when they did, which 
theſe, even now, do not : But whar, are 
not they our Brethren > And are we not 
bound to have a Charity for their Errour? 
And who ſhall condemn them in it, that 
they are wilfully blind. 

However, to return : This makes not 
bur that we are bapriz'd in their Names 
as our Spiritual Governours, Matth.28.19, 
for ſo even the Scriptures plainly expreſs 
themſelves, 1 Cor.12.13,27.---10.2. where 
we are told, Thar we are baptiz'd by one 
Spirit into one Body , which is Chrift : 
that is, into the Church, by his Miniſter, 
whereof he is the Head, to the Worſhip, 
Honour, and Glory of God : And on 

I, 


a, 
p Ee $245 
. ©. 4 ORR 
<a; 3% 
£0 
ge? 
By 


'T $EFP 


Sir, will you interpret againſt Scripture ? 

And this conſider'd, where ſtands any 
room from your Calumanies, pag. 27, 21e, 
211,212, 213, 214. Is nor rhe whole 
Foundation of your Argument rortren ? 
Does Baptiſm ſhew Worſhip 2 And if nor, 
how can it be an open and barefac'd Ido- 
larry 2 What may nor there be a Cere- 
mony in it, to ſhew us , who under God 
are our Spiritual Governours, as well as 
by Warter to imitate the cleanſing of Re- 
generation ? If ſo, why may not my 
Conſtruction of ir,agreeable ro Scripture 
Interpretation, be as good as yours? I 
protett before God, did not my Hypothe- 
fis not only want Abſurdiry, bur ſuir moſt 
rationally, yea moſt naturally ro Truth 
and the Scriptures, I would ſooner dye 
than adhere to ir. 

Laſtly, Sir, to put your Union in your 
Hypotheſis beyond all doubr.,theScriprures 
have plainly ſhewn us, that theſe 'Three 
Perſons have various and diſtinct Intelle- 
cual Powers , Fohn 16. 13, 14,15, 16. 
Mark 13. 32. Fohn 12. 49. And indeed, 
we might rationally have collected as 
much from their being given and ſent, did 
not our Myſteries quite ſhur our Eyes a- 
gainſt Reaſon ; bur Men being once thus 
blinded, they think ir enough if they can 
bur pelrt us with wreſted ſcraps of Scrip- 
ture, withour ſo much as looking for a 
Rational and General Coherence. 


Of the FATHER. 


Nor do the Scriptures cited of the Son, 
and Three Perſons,only agree to ſtrengthen 
our Hypotheſis, and deſtroy yours, bur e- 
ven thoſe that relate to rhe Father and 
Holy Ghoſt likewiſe; I ſhall give you ſhort 
Specimens of both,beginning with the firſt 
firſt, and then proceeding to the other, and 
after thar, I ſhall conclude my Scripture 
Proofs in this, and proceed. 


Know then that the Scriptures plainly 
rell us that rhe Father is the One, Exod, 
20.2,3. Deut.6.4. Mark 12. 29. to 34. on- 
ly true God, Fohn $.54. 1 Tim.2.5. 1 Cor. 
8.4,5,6. Fohn 17.3. only Good, Luke 18. 
I9. Matth.19.17. oniy Wiſe, Rom. 16.27. 
I Tn. 1. 17. greater than the Son, Fohn 
14.28.---10.29.0nly fitting on the Throne, 
the Son and Holy Gholt being as his Ar- 
rendants, Rev. 4. 2---5,6,7. Eſdr.2.42.uf- 
que 48. and his Name is, Iam, Exod. 3. 
I 4, in oppoſition ro « and ,, the Firit and 
the Laſt 3 One ſignifying a pure and infi- 
nite Beſng, the other the firſt and great 
Creature, Rev.3.14. 

Further the Scriptures ſhew us, Ir is not 
agreeable with a due Reverence, that we 
ſhould confound the Titles of the Father 
with others ; thus Chriſt gives usa parti- 
cular charge, to remember not only thar 
there is but One God, but that we have 
bur one Father, and one Maſter, Matth.23. 
8,9. and St. Paul, 1 Cor. 8. 4, 5, 6. tells 
us, Thar in Truth there ir bur One God, 
and One Lord ; ro wit, the Father, and 
his Son Chriſt Jeſus, according ro Phil, 
$. 85; 

So they ſay, The Father is the Supream 
Lord of all, 1 Cor.3. 22,23. and greater 
than the Son, Fohn 10.29.—14.28=17,24. 
and really his God too, Eph. 1. 3, 17. 
Rev. 3. 12, Fohn 20. 17. and that 
he is the Fountain of Grace, Fohn 6. 44, 


. 65. and only inviſible, Fohn 1.18. 1 Tim. 


17.--6.16. As 2.2, 3. whereas the Son 
and Holy Gholt have been often ſeen, fo 
he is only reveal'd by the Son, Fohn 1.18. 

3.35. Mark 11. 27. Luke 10.22. 
Bur what need I repeat more of theſe 
Proofs ? The gcriprures are full of them , 
and were not Men blinded as they are, 
with the Epicicles of their. Two Natures 
in Chriſt, and Mediatory Offices, &c. 
whereby they beg the thing in diſpute, and 
anticipare all Proofs , they would ſee on 
un 
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Sun is not clearer than the Proofs TI have 
given them ; hereafter, I believe Men 
will admire at our blindneſs, as much 
as wedo at the Papiits now ; bur I fee 
the Hand of God is upon us, we are cur- 
ſed ro it, and only Prayers can remove 
it, 


Of the Holy Ghoſt. 


I come now to ſpeak of the Holy Ghoflt, 
to ſhew you how much in every Point 
your Hy porhefis firaggles, and how you 
diffent trom Scripture in every ſtep you 
have made in your Myſtery ; while the 
Arrian anſwers it, may I ſay to the moſt 
exact Truth, and keeps a due mean be- 
rween your ual Gods, and the Soc:- 
nians no leſs abfard meer Man,and power 
of God. 

Know then, the Holy Ghoſt, the Spirit 
of Truth, Fohn 14.17.—15.26. 1 Fohn 4. 
6. called fo in oppoſition to Satan the ly- 
ing Spirit, 1s a grear God or Principality, 
and Chriit's Univerſal Deputy, As 1. 2. 
—2.33. Luke 24.49. 1 Cor. 12.13. Eph.4q. 
11. and as ſothe Giver of all good Gifts. 
1 Cor.12. 1/a.11.2. Rom.5.5.—15.13. Afts 
r. 8. —20. 28. Luke 12. 12. 1 Cor. 2. 
Io. 12. 

Yer fo, as he is ſubject ro the Son, and 
receives his Authority from him, Fohn 
IG. 12, £3, 14, 15, —T5. 26. Rev. 5.6. 
Matth. 3.11. and thence, I believe it 
peremprory to blaſpheme his Evidence , 
Matth.12.31. Mark 3.23. Luke 12. 10. for 
ro lie ro him is tolie to-Gad , Acts 5. 3, 4- 
that is,through him,though he be bur in re- 
aliry anAngel, Rev.22.16.-—3.11.compar'd 
ro AFR.22.34. Luke 3.21,22.where he made 
the like Vifions; and indeed Blaſphemy 
againſt him otherwiſe were abſurd ; ir 
ſhould rather be againſt the Father and 
Son, eſpecially the Father, as Fons Deita- 
ts, and whom the Jews reverenc'd when 


they knew not the Holy Ghoſt. 

Further, As God made the Son his In- 
ſtrumenr in the Angelical Creation, ſo he 
ſub-depured the Holy Ghoſt in the For- 
mation of Man, Fob 33. 4. and of the 
Earth, Gen. 1.2. Fob 26.13. Pſal. 104. 3a. 
and upon this account rhe Spirit is called 
Eminenrer, the Spirit of God ; that is,the 
greateſt next ro God the Farther, and the 
Lord Chriſt, and che moſt extraordinary 
Gift of God in his affiſtance, Nehem.9.20. 
Rom.$.26,27. 

Bur yer he is ſo ablolutely Chriſt's De- 
puty, and ſent by the Son from the Fa- 
ther, Fohn 14.16,17,26.—15. 26. Eph. 1. 
13. that till Chriſt went he could nor 
come, Fohn 16.7,13,14-—=7.39.—14. 12. 
and yer 'ris he that under Chriſt beftows 
all variety of Spiritual Gifrs, 1 Cor.12,that 
dwells in us, 1 Cor.6.19. 2 Cor.1. 22. that 
ſpake by the Prophers, A&s 28. 25. Lake 
2.25,26. rhar helps our Prayers, Rom.$.26, 
27. 1 Theſſ.5.19. and indeed, thar aſliſts 
our ordinary Diſcourſe , Mark 13. 11. 
Luke 12.12. by his Grace,or holy Anoint- 
ing, 1 Fobn 2.27. 

Bur to ſhut up all, he is in no place of 
the whole Scriprure, either directly called 
God, or order'd to be worſhip'd ; which 
laſt thing you are ſo modeſt as to grant, 
page 194, 195. ſo that upon the whole 
marrer, to Idea him in coequality to the 
Father, as you ſee were ſo plain a vio- 
lence to the Scripture, he nor having fo 
much Bonour allow'd him, as eyen the 
Son has, that I declare, I admire ir. 

And by this time, I hope, Sir, you fee 
plainly , that your reaſonings abour the 
Holy Ghof, page 179, 193. meer 


ſhuffles, and thar your Texts, 1 Cor. 2.10. 
quored by you, page 53. That the Spirit, 


ſearcheth all things , yea the deep things of 
Gods. has no orher ſence, than thar the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt co-operating with our Spirit, re- 
veals us the greateſt knewledge we atrain, 

and 
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and that is what agrees with the Context, 
and the Text you cite in the next Page ; 
bur if it does with your Hypotheſis, I am 
miſtaken. 

As for your other Reaſons, page 54, 55. 
and 64,65. brought to prove the Self-con- 
ſciouſneſs of the Father and Holy Gholt, 
they are as groundleſs as the reſt of your 
Myſtery, and therefore I ſhall only ſhew 
you I take notice of them 3 indeed, if the 
Holy Ghoſt knew all things thus of him- 
ſelf,what needed the Son ſhew them him. 


And now, Sir, I hope by this time I 
tave given you as ample ſatisfaction in 
your Scripture-proof, as you can deſire, 
you cannot but be ſo ingenious as to 
2rant, that you have had all the advan- 
rages thar a Succeflion of Commenta- 
tors can give you ; whereas I you ſee, 
for all that, can heap you up the whole 
courſe of Scripture againſt you, that have 
not ſo much as one Arrian Author to afliſt 
me. 

I have already inform'd you , whar 
wrn'd me ro be an Arrian, and now I 
ſhall add, that when I had once reſoly'd, 
nothing ſhould be dearer ro me than 
Truth, and bethought me the Corruption 
even of Primitive Tradition, and ſaw a 
neceflity of ſticking wholly to the Scri- 
pture, the Sun was not clearer to me than 
the Doctrine which you call Hererical, 
and Arrianiſm. 

And give me leave to rell you, tho you 
have Popularity and the Temporal Sword 
on your fide, yet blaſpheme ir more if 
you dare ; if there beſuch a thing as bla- 
iphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt, as we 
have Chriſt's word there is, to your peril 
be it Sir : I tell you, *tis ro blaſpheme 
the known Evidences of his Truth : and 
if theſe be ſuch, I dare venrure my Truths 
with the Sword of the Spirit, againſt all 
your carnal Weapons. 
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- Remember Sir, there is a Sin unto 
Death, we may nor ſo much as pray for, 
1 John 5. 16. and all our pretences and 
good Works will be of none effect, while 
we blaſpheme the moit grear and ſincere 
Truths of God ; beware Sir of this great 
and fiery Tryal ; I mean perverlly to bla- 
ſpheme God's Truths, eſpecially when fo 
conliderable as rhis , rhis is that rhar will 
make rhe Tree good, and rhe Fruit good, 
and the Tree evil, or its Fruit evil ; in- 
deed, can you expect to be call'd or re- 
ceiv'd asa Son, when you openly and ma- 
liriouſly proclaim your ſelf a Rebel ro the 
only and great means of Government of 
the Holy Ghoſt. 


TRADITION. 


Having now done with the Two firſt 
Heads of my Diſcourſe, the proof of 
the Triniry by Reaſon and Scriprure, I 
proceed to the laſt, viz. Tradition, where- 
in would Men but be content to believe 
as they pray, I ſhould be farisfied ; for 
that they do almoſt wholly to the Farher 
and therein may I ſay, they give all their 
prerences to Tradition the greateſt Lye 
even the Cauſe is capable of bearing ; bur 
alas, the World is made roo giddy by rhis 
Myfery, to bear ſuch, or any otherRea- 
ſoning. 

Befides, you bring Tradition as on 
your fide, when at the ſame time all your 
Quotarions for ir, abour the Trinity, con- 
rradict one another, page 107, 113, 119, 
&c. A very fair Tradition indeed, when 
after all you are forc'd ro hammer our the 
Myſtery your ſelf. 

So you bring a Tradition that deſtroys 
the firſt Commandment ; and indeed, 
were it not for that, I would fay, I be- 
lieved the rwo Hypotheſis ſtarred fair ro- 

gether in the nice Cavils of Ariu and 4- 
lexander 


lexander 3 But what ſhall T not now 
claim Tradirion on my fide, when I only 
ſeek for Liberty and the Firſt Command- 
ment's againſt-you. Bur rorerurn : 

I know Sir, you are very confident 
that ſhe is of your fide, as you fay, 
page 31. but your Proofs and Suggeſtions 
for it are as few and inconſiderable as 
even I can wiſh for, page 40. Thus you 
would fain wheedle us, rhat Men were 
Arrians, and not Arrians. And whar 
Sir, was it our of Charity thar they for- 
bore to call rhe Trenitarians Hereticks ? 
If it was, *rwas a fign they were the ber- 
ter Chriſtians for ir, not that their Cauſe 
was the worle. 

Soyou aſperſe the GreatCouncil of Ar:- 
minum , of 550 Biſhops, of ſo ſeeming or 
wou'd-be an Imputartion, page 43, that I 
am aſham'd to ſeeyx : What Sir, do you 
think they would have called rhe greareſt 
Council that ever was,if they had defign'd 
a tricking * Or are you reſolv'd to rruft 
more ro the Council of Nice, becauſe nor 
fo many * Methinks Sir, you fhould think 
it enough arleaſt,that your Tradition was 
diſputable then, that you had ſuch Num- 
bers againſt you, and nor repoſe on forging 
Rome for blemiſhing Councils. | 

You tell us, Mr. Bull has anfwer'd this 
matter throughly, p. 24. Bur I rell you 
vir, I have perus'd him, and he has nor ; 
and were it worth my while, would ſhew 
it you roo : beſides Sir, would you expect 
a fair and ſtrict Combare, after ſo many 
Years, while Rome has held the ſtakes ? 
Whar wont you make us no allowance in 
your Thoughts ? Not that we beg it nei- 
cher : Bur is it generous, firſt to ferter a 
Man.and then challenge him ? Whar ſhall 
Ifay ? Isthisthe way to defend your Ca- 
tholick Faith ! Thar Faith which you ſay 
requires both Forehead and Forgery to 
deny it, page 44. when you ſhould ſay to 
* maintain Ir ? 
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Give me leave to adviſe you a little 
Sir, if you are reſoly'd to follow Tradi- 
tion : Be not partial in ir: Why ſhould 


you act by halves ? you would be a good 


Papiſt, and might deſerve a Cardinafl's 
Cap, were you ſincere, and follow'd ir 
rhroughout : Or if as a Proteſtant you hate 
this courſe, why do you not purſue ir 
more home, and to rhe root ? 

Tradition was only of uſe till the Scri- 
ptures were deliver'd ; and indeed *ris 
well if *rwas contain'd pure till then ; as 
we may mot juſtly cenſure, by Sr. Fohr's 
Advice to -the Churches, in the Revela- 
tions. Bur ro continue Tradition further, 
what is it, bur like the Fews, ro make the 
Law of God of none effect, by our Tra- 
dirions. 

You muſt excuſe me therefore, if 1 
think Tradirion to be roo much a Noſe of 
Wax, to be alledg'd againſt Scripture ; 
eſpecially ſuch expreſs apparent and ſelf- 
evident Texts, at Heb. 1. and Fohn 16. 
I ſhall therefore leave you to jangle out 
your quoted Inconfiſtencies, page 107, 
108, 113, 114, 119, 120, 121. And tell 
you withal, ſuch Variances are no Mira- 
cle in a Traditionary Myſtery. 

In ſhort Sir, if ever you defign fot 
Truth, you muſt learn a new bravery, to 
be able to dare to be ſingular, think you 
thar Men thar geld, ſuppreſs, and forge 
Books are in the right, or they thar perle- 
cute all that oppoſe them ? Surely, I hope 
you think better, rhat theſe are the Engines 
of weaker Error ; and yer this is even the 
preſent Caſe ; and who dares even at this 
day, and in full Proteſtancy, ro write or 
you freely, he is ſure of being ſuppreſ- 
ed ar beſt. 
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Damnatory Sentence. 


Bur before I leave this Subject, there 
is another parr of your Diſcourſe thar de- 
ſerves to be confider'd ; and thar is, your 
Damnatory Sentence, wherein I with I 
could ſpare you ; bur your love for your 
Myſtery, has fo inſpir'd you, with ſuch a 
furious and unchriitian Zeal, thar *ewould 
be an Offence to the World,ſhould I leave 
ir unan{wer'd under ſo great a Name. 


Thus, ; : 
P. 22, you ſay, this Faith # neceſſary to 


| Salvation : and P. 23. That no Few, Turkor 


Pagan can be ſav'd without it. And thar, 
whether he has ns d reaſonable diligence or not : 
Or , whether it has been perplext with never 
fo great Controverſies. The ſame you add, 
page 271 , only you add this merciful A- 
pology, That Men may anderſtand it, if 
they will. 

And further, that I may give your Ar- 
gument the greateſt force,you add, p. 25, 
That to ſay Mencan be ſav'd by good Works 
alone, withont Faith, is Popery : And page 
26. That if Salvation were fo common, 
Chriſtianity were but a better Sef of Philo- 
ſophy 3 and there would bo too great a ſcope 
for Infidelity, page 23. 


Alas Sir, I pity you 3 had you regard- 
ed Natural Religion mote, and your My- 
ſtery lefs, you would not have abounded 
with ſuch an Envy and Monopoly of Sal- 
vation : What muſt we have no Faith, bur 
be ſav'd by Works, becauſe we have nor 
juſt this Myſtery 5 And whar is it nothing 
to Chriſtianity , that we have ſeveral de- 
grees of Glory as an Encouragement, tet 
in our profpect and ſearchabovre the Hea- 
then > Or whar Sir,'is your Eye evil, be- 
cauſe God is good 2 Wotild you have God 
a Devil, create Men meerly for Damna- 
tion > Or would you have him damn 
them to ſupport your Hypotheſis ? 


See how your Myfery has miſled you, 
Sir, that Min ſhould be fav'd, only by 
parroting overa few unintelligible words : 
I mighr have expected this from ſome 
ignorant Sectaritt, bur I never thoughr a 
S$kilful Doctor thoald make God fo hard 
a Task-maſter, as to require Men to be” 
lieve lo penally, what *ris plain, not One 
in a Million underſtands : Afas Sir, you 
mittakethe Redemprion of Chriſt ; 'twas 
ro purchaſe us a new Covenant, and nor 
only teach us a new Faith. 

On Adam's Fall we chang'd our State, 
our Tryal by a lingle Precepr, for the Law 
of Nature, bur had not the Sced of the 
Woman begun even then to have broke 
rhe Serpent's Head, ar leaſt through a Co- 
venant to be fulfill'd : Can you blaſpheme 
God, ſo as to fay, he would let him be 
fruirful > Will not a Prophet be abte to 
vindicate his Juſtice, thar has declar'd long 
fince, every Man, and he alone ſhould 
bear his own iniquity. ; 

I ſay, then Chriſt has purchaſed ns 4 
new Covenant, and ſince he is come,there 
is ſome reaſon for us ro honour him with 
the neceſliry of our Faith through him, ro 
lead us to Salyartion,and ro obey his exce!- 
lent Precepts, ro conduct us through the 
Second Covenant, rhe Law of Nature, to 
Perfection ; Bur where could be the nc- 
cefiiry of this before ? | 

I ſee Sir,your Virtues have no Exctreams, 
you have Faith, bur allow no Creduliry ; 
if you did, you could never ſwallow theſe 
things ; you confirm the old Sentence, 
Credo quia impoſſibile et : Bur alas Sir, do 
you think ro make your Doctrine prevail 
by theſe means, by a dead anathematizing 
implicite Faith, firrer fot Paganiſm than 
Chriſtianity. | 

No, your Uncharitableneſs cannot bur 
blemiſh you, even among your own 
Friends ; indeed the Predettinarian does 
not excecd this ; and may be, Men ſce- 
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ing thus, how one Errour leads you into 
another to black, will be brought by ir ro 
fee the Truth they conlider'd . nor be- 
fore. 

Beſides Sir,had you conlulred Scripture 
in this, the Apo'tle rells you plainly, that 
Chritt died tor the tins of the whole world, 
1 Fohn 2.1,2. And it not, think you God's 
Mercy would have derain'd him rill rhe 
latter Ages of rhe World : Belides Sir,are 
we not cbarg'd nor to judge them that are 
without ;- and are we not told,rhat where 
there is no Law, there is no Sin, Fohn 
9.41. Fames 4. 17. and thar they thar 
have not been able ro receive a Law, or 
Revelation, are to be tried by Natural 
Religion, and their Conlcience, as a Law 
within themlelves, Rom. cap. 1. & 2, 
And indeed, which is the Law im- 
prov'd by Chriſt himſelf , and which is 
written in our Hearr, according to the 
Apoſtle to the Hebrews 8. 10. 

Alas,Sir, had you judg'd of the wilfully 
ignorant and perverſe, you had left fume 
colour for your Cenſure to be true, and 
yercyen then, were I in your caſe,] ſhould 
be very unwilling ro fling the firlt Stone, 
eſpecially fince Chriit has rold us, as we 
judge we ſhall be judged ; I had rather 
ler Men be guilty, and God condemn 
th:m, then condemn my ſelf by judging 
them 3; bur more e{pecially in our calc , 
for you miſtake, Sir, *is nor the Catholick 
Faith, bur the Athanaſian Fancies we con- 
rend with. 

Take care thcrefore, Sir, and be not 
offended with rhis ancient Truth ; ler 
not our Fathers Guilt deſcend upon you , 
the Guilt will be the Guilt of rthar Age, 
not of this, unleſs you juſtifie the Enforce- 
ment de novo, and methinks , Sir, you 
ſhonld nor ſtruggle for greater Vindicati- 
tions, for methinks you have wrote 
already as much as the Cauic can bear. 


Bur merhinks I hear you objeR ro me, 
Whar Faith is neceſſary then, it this be 
nor ? Lay, the Faith of Enoch, Abraham, 
and Myſes, that God is a Rewarder of the 
Juit in render Conſciences , is enough , 
and that without T1doli3ing Works, as you 
reflect page 25. I add allo, that a par- 
ticular Faith of Mercy through Chriit is 
neceſſary, where offer'd with Conviction; 
bur whatever you da or fay , God will 
never require Conſent, where he has nor 
given Evidence enough ; and whar is it 
ro me, if it can be had ina Cauſe if } 
cannot come at It. 

To.thele may be alſo added by conſent 
the Apottles Creed, or any other, ſo ir be 
not enforc'd ; bur for your nice and fſpecu- 
lative Creeds, they are unneceſſary, or elle 
you accuſe Chriſt and his Apoſtles, of a 
cowardly lukewarmneſs foromitring them, 
for all you infinuate, page 29. that we 
would be at Creed-making roo, Sir ; but 
we beg your pardon, and haye more Cha- 
rity 3 for if we explain our Hypotheſis, 
*ris only to confure yours. 

Conſider therefore, Sir , by your own 
Reaſoning, 'tis Popery to judge of the Ca- 
tholick, Church by its multitude , page 36. 
ſo remember *ris our Heat magnifies our 
Zealin this Hypotheſis above others ; for 
any other explain'd as nicely, would haye 
as bad effects ; and give me leave to re- 
tort your Argument : Tho' I am modeſt , 
yet you have given me occaſion to oppoſe you 
& Popular ; and tho' I am cautious,yet Truth 
bids me not fear, whether your My#tery prove 
true, but warn you , that under proteftion 
of a Myſtery, you do not oppugn Truth, Vide 
page 44. Whar, Sir, have I notas much 
Reaſon to be ſingular from you, as you 
from the Eaſtern, the Greek, and Latin 
Churches. 

To conclude,in Charity I ſhall give you 
one Advice more ; and that is, that you 
do not at every turn, like the Papiſts, Cap 
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Hereticks, and repeat Catalognes of He- 
refies, as you are apt to do, page 107. 
You are a Proteitant, Sir, and you ſhould 
rather lament, that Church-Impoſitions o 
long rook away an innocent liberty of O- 

inton from the World,and by an immo- 
derate Sclf-love of impos'd Opinions and 
Diſciplines, rent the Bond of Peace and 
Unity in ſunder, 


CONCLOSITON. 


I hope, Sir , by this time you ſce that 
we Unitarians do underſtand what we 
write of 3 for all what you charge us 
with, page 4. nay,and more, I'le add : We 
do ir without mazing Metaphyſicks to 
help us; indeed, we have not your 
Breath of the Populace, to encourage us 
into Iargeand fair Volumes ;3 bur I hope 
we have Truth far better ro recommend 
us to the ſincere. 

I hope, Sir, roo, you ſee we do not ar- 
rogate Infinite Knowledge, as you alſperle 
us, page 5. but vindicate a Truth clearas 
the day : Indeed, *tis plain,the firſt Com- 
mandment, except to exclude Perſons, is 
Nonſenſe ; and who in this Caſe muſt 
bear the Reflection, you, or God ; ſurely 
we muſt acquit God ; and if we do, our 
Faith muſt fling you into all the Abturdi- 
ties and Contradictions of Tranſubſtan- 
tiation. The Caſe isnor,whether in Idea 
there may not be Three Self-conſcious, co- 
equal Beings, but whether an Interpreter 
of the firſt Commandment can juftifie 
fuch a thing : And thar I am ſure he can - 
not, for all your ſtruggles after Vindi- 
cations, without Abſurdiry and Non- 
ſenſe, 

So that you not only made God a liar, 
by your Hypotheſis, but you deſtroy thar 
truth, the Uniry of the Godhead by it , a 
Trurh your ſelf grants the Foundation of 


Natural Religion : Whar is God bur One? 
and is it po.ible ro make him more , 
bur by many Perſons 2 And what 2 ſor 
all that can we yet make him many Per- 
ons, and yer not make him more than 
One ? This is a Fetch indeed , bur firrer 
for a Quibler in the Schools, than ever 
to be thought a Truth by a ſincere Di- 
vine. 

Bur you ſay perchance, that this Com- 
mandment was only given for the groſſer 
Idolatries of the Heathen: Was ir fo ; 
Bur then why was the Second given us, 
that forbids us the Worſhipping Stocks 
and Stones, and Creatures 2 What, I 
warrant, the firit was only a little Tau- 
tology 3 you ſay well Fricad, becaulec 
God himſelf wrote it. 

Bur youl fay, here is ſome colour for 
the Trinity : And whar, is there not then 
as much for Tranſubſtantiation® This is 
plain, our Bodies are not rwo years toge- 
ther the ſame, and tho differing thus 
rwenty times in our Lives, we call it {ill 
the ſame Body : May not we on this then 
as juſtly falve Tranſubſtantiation, that the 
Spirit of Chriſt is able ro dwell in infinite 
Bodies ar once ; and will not this make as 
properly the ſame Body, as my Body at 
rwenty, 1s my Body ar thirry. But you 
anſwer, You have Scripture of your fide ; 
and pray ſhew me half ſo ſtrong a Chap- 
rer for the Trinity, as Fohn the fixth is for 
Tranſubſtantiation: Or if you ſay thar 
that Chapter relates nor to the Sacrament, 
you contradict almoſt all the Sacramen- 
tal Books of Devotion that are yer extant 
abour it. 

Bur ſuppoſe it does not, think you our 
Caule is loſt for thar 2- No Sir, I dare 
give the World a Challenge, Thar even 
upon the common ordinary Texts, and 
the general Realon of the Doctrine of the 
Trinity, I will amply prove, That ir is, 
may I ſay, —_— more inconſiltent and 
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inexplicable than Tranſubſtantiation; and 
he thar dares itand this Challenge, ler 
him bur ger me ingentouliy a free liberty 
of Writing, and Fll truit my Reputation 
whether I can do it or 10. 

Alas Sir, you ſee your Fallacies do bur 
divert your Cauſes being expos'd for a 
time, Ul a nice Refuration makes 1t look 
the blacker for its Sophitiry : And now 
you may ice who'ris thar brings downthe 
plain Scriptures, ro be wreſted by the ab- 
turd Reaſon of a Myſtery, page 141. And 
now Men and Angels may ice, who are 
thote abſurd and ſenſles Infidels, that re- 
jet what they have Evidence for, v. page 6. 
In ſhorr, I darc appeal to all the World, 


tho' againſt me , wherher Suppretiion of 


Books be nor your beſt Argument. 

| You tell us, page 148. That our Buſineſ 
zs, to prove Three Perſons Three Gods : And 
we do it by this, That if God be mere 
than One Perſon , when not particularly 
reveal'd, and contrary to his firſt Com- 
mandment, his Commandment is of no 
effect : But ſhall we grant thar? No,we'll 
turn the havock of the - tirlt Command- 
ment juſtly, in Contradictions upon you 3 
we need nor ask with Nicodemus , How 
can theſe things be ? page 150. bur well 
tell you, with the ſame reaſon , we may 
make three thouſand Gods, thar you be- 
lieve a Lye, Thefſ. 2. 11. And you had as 
good make all Mankind One Man , and 
deſtroy all Plurality and Numbers,&c.Bur 
for Peace-ſake, I ſhall forbear further Re- 
fleftions, page 1 09. 

And hence, ſhould you invent a rhou- 
iand Meraphylick ſtrains more, this one 
plain Truth would ruin them all; indeed, 
did not Myſtery , the Authority of the 
Whore, Rev 17. and the great ſupport of 
Popery, bear up your Hypothelis, her E- 
piraph might have been wrote , I doubr 
nor, many hundred years ago. 


Myitery do I fay, Myſtery and Perle- 


cution are the Devil's Twins, and tand 


and fall both rogerher ; Perſecution with- 
our Myttery were too cruel, and Myſtery 
withour Blood roo much Nonlence to be 
born : *Tis theſe two are Popery, and the 
worlt of Popery;Tranſubſtantiation with- 
out thele were an innocent Error : And 
whar are nor Proteſtants aſham'd ro weild 
the Sword of Antichriſt 2 Yes ſurely; bur 
it they are, why do they title us, and our 
Books, is it not thar they fear our 
Trurhs ? 

If any little rrifling Sect or Hereſie 
ſpawn among you, you can bear it with 
intolerable patience, and as long. as you 
can diſcern a blind fide in Sects, you have 
no regard for the ſcratches of their Pens ; 
bur if Truth affaulr you under the Nick- 
name of an Herefiz, you rave as if you 
were ſtung by a Taratantula. 

TFhus,to the immorrtal glory of the Refor- 
mation one of the laſt Herericks that was 
burnt here, was a poor Woman for being 
an Arrian ; Bur alas,did not our Burners 


deſtroy Truths, and not Herefies , why 


ſhould they ſneek from Argument, as they 
do, when they have whole Univerſities to 
ſupport them. 

Bur to return,Sir ; Are you not aſham'd 


to rail at us for Blaſphemers and Here- 


ticks as you do ; if I am not miftaken,we 
mean as fincerely, and interpret the Scrip- 
ture as well as you, for all your Boaſts, 
p.141. and you ſhall find, God in the 
Great Day will ſhew which is the Here- 
tick. What, have we nor as much reaſon 
ro complain of rhe blemiſhes of the firſt 
and great Commandment, as you have of 
your Trinity ; and cannot the Controver- 
tie of Eliſha and Baal, remember you , 
rnar 'tis not Numbers, bur Minds that God 
{ceks. 

Bur you fay, this is a Myſtery : And 
pray, who has authoris'd it for one ? You 
bely God in his Scriprures, if you ſay that 

he 
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he has 3 no, *cis Man's own inventioh, and 
that 'tis rhar makes him idolize the uncha- 
ritable impoſition ſo much : Whar, ſhall 
God bid us publiſh what none ſhall un- 
derftand 2? Pray , who can agree in this 
Myſtery 2 Or were the Copy of it lott , 
who would be able exactly to hammer 
ir out 2 Is this clear like a heavenly 
Truth ? 

Are we not aſham'd ro continue this 
ſtumbling block in Chriſtianity , that has 
ſo juſtly offended all Jews, Turks, and Pa- 
gans it ever came near ; indeed, does not 
Mahomet fupport his diviſion by this ve- 
ry thing, and does he not complain above 
an hundred times againlt the abuſe of rhe 
Unity in his Alchoran ? And indeed , do 
we not ſupport Popery her ſelf, by fup- 
porting all her molt perniciousArguments 
abour it. 

Whar ſhall I fay, if we repent not this 
Error, ſhall we not juſtly ftand branded 
to all Poſterity, a Race of prerended Pro- 
teſtantrs, bur really a Philoſophical Sect of 
Chriſtian Arheiſts. Beſides, whar bur rhe 
Corruption of this Unity in the Godhead, 
can have ſo long proſper'd the Mahometan 
above the Chriſtian, and the Paprſts above 
the Proteſtants. Tle warrant you , the 
Papifts will groan when they once ſee us 
thus, by an Apoſtolick charirable Liberty, 
g0 abour to unite our ſelves, and fo of 
courſe confound them. 

To be ſhort Reader , excuſe me thar I 
am thus rough with thee, which I ſhould 
never have been, had the Enemies of mine 
Hypotheſis ſhewn me the leaſt Candor or 
Ingenuity ; bux when a corrupt Genera- 
tion of Men Nl think ro ſtifle my Cauſe 
withour hearing, excuſe me thar I write 
even bitrer rather than fail, ro command 
thine attention. I expect thar ſome of 
them will at laſt be provoked to give me 
an Anſwer, bur if they do, *rwill only be 
to confuſe the Cauſe ro run giddy , and 


gaping over Subſtance, ſtrain at fome 
little Straws, to rave againlt that Grand 
Arch-Hererick Arrius, as I find is too 
commonly done , and nor think of the 
Truth. 

Thus I am a- Mad-man they fay too ; 
Bur why 2 Becaule I fear God, and nor 
Man, and dare tell a perverſe People of 
their Faults, and ſcorn an ealie Security, 
when preterr'd tv the Glory of God ; or 
elſe I would dare pur it to the Telt,which 
Hypotheſis ſavours moit of Madneſs, the 
Arrian, or the Athanaſian. Indeed to be 
fingular to the World, is as good as to be 
mad : Bur whar, ſhall I regard thar, as 
long as I follow- Truth 2 No, tho I ftand 
alone, One among Ten thouſand millions, 
I dare truſt God io tar as to be fingular 
for his ſake. 

Good God ! that Proteſtants, rhar with 
all meekneſs and finceriry ſhould hear 
their Duty, and thar by their Profeflion 
ſhould ſeem to be reforny'd, that they, I 
ſay, ſhonld be as perverſe as Papilts, that 
Arguments ſhould be flung away on them, 
and that the Holy Ghoit ſhould have no 
way left even to inform them, thar Church 
Authority, and Implicice Faith and My- 
ſtery ſhould rake root anew among us, 
and thar ro eſtabliſh as great Abſurdirties 
as we left in Rome. 

Good God! that we who pretend to Pu- 
rity, ſhould rhus harden our ſelves againſt 
all Converſion, that Truth ſhould loſe all 
her Charms with us, and -Reaſoning be 
flung away upon us, that Errors, tho as 
groſs as that Snow 1s black, ſhould pals 
muſter among us. 

Thar our Charity ſhould lie bleeding, 
and our little Niceries among us ſhould 
render Catholick Communion impoſſible, 
that thoſe Men that ftrive ro cement and 
heal rheſe breaches , ſhould be: hiſfd ar 


and difcourag'd amonglt us : Good God! 


is this like thy Church ! Or are we-not 
rather 


rather become a Den of Thieves ! 

And yer Pll warrant you, they'd 
fain be tiarrer'd on, and would needs till 
be perſwaded of their Orthodoxy 3 Bur 
who ſhall do it ? Shall I 2 No, thetr per- 
. verfeneſs almoit makes me hate Mankind; 
and were it not tor the ſake of my Duty 


ro God, and my Love to thoſe few Per- 
or for 


fons that are good, I ſhould even abh 
to live amonglt them, and would with an 
eatie Martyrdom, that I might be rid of 
them, and leave ſuch a Generation of 
Vipers behind me. Bur to return : 

{ ſhall add no more at preſent, bur thar 
were this Myſtery the greateſt Truth, yer 
contidering Mens weakneſs, *rwere both 
hateful and ſedirious , to impole it on one 
another , in pain of Salvation; ro ſubſcribe 
it only as an Article of Peace, in ſome ca- 
ſes might be tolerable ; but ro force Mens 
Conſciences to they know not what them- 
ſelves, is in plain terms Antichriſtian, Un- 
charitable, and Deviliſh. 

And alas ! now we lee wherein our Re- 
formation is imperfect, thar ir has not pre- 
ſerv'd our eternal liberty of Opinion, in 
things not exprelly reveald ; this is the 
Roo: of all Controverlie,and this muſt be 
curd, if ever we hope for Pcace : Indeed, 
in a free Remonſtrancy, where all Impok- 
tions are cur off, Herelies of courſe pine 
and die with their Authors, for want of 
room to be regarded. 

And now, Sirs, let me ſee your bravery 
in juitifying a {tifled Truth we Martyr to 
Pride, when we only follow Religion be- 
cauſe in faſhion, whereas true a Conſcience 
dares followa Truth thar is fingular;where 
then are your Caſuiſts that can ſolvetheſe 
Doubrs 2 Whar, is there none ? If there 
be any honeſt Men among you then, turn 
for ſhame, and reſcue the pollured honour 
of God ; Whar, are we pure Chriſtians, 
when the worſt of Popery 1s behind ? 

And now Sir, I ſhall more particularly 
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addreſs my ſtile to your ſelf: And in the 
firlt place I beg you ro pardon all my Re- 
prehenfions, and if they are any where 
bitrerer than they ought, reckon ir my 
frailty, nor my injultice , and ar leait 
you ought ro thank me for my good in- 
rention ; bur if you approve whar I have 
SK return God the Glory for your in- 
nation, and I am ſatisfied. 

I afſure you Sir, in my ſelf I am 
griev'd ro write againit a gocd Man ;. 
nor would 1],bur that my love to God and 
Truth commands me ; nor do I write 
this, that I think you want either Piery 
or Ability, indeed you ſhine for both in 
your Church ; bur I would adviſe you, 
that you have miſtook the Truth ; nor 
wonder at it, for the greateſt Fathers in 
the Church have done ir before you. 

You have ventur'd to be fingular once 
in Conſcience already, and your Treatiſe 
of: Death» ſhews you ſincere ; dare once a 
deeper Reſignation, and a more fingular 
Truth , if you fall nor back, you know 
not what Service God may have for you 
to do. Remember Sir, *ris Conſtancy ro 
follow Truth in all changes of Notions, 
and but Obſtinacy to remain ſtiff after 
Conviction. 

Beſides, *rwill be as much your Glory 
as It. Auſtin's, that you recant ; and if 
you are a Chriſtian indeed, you cannor 
hate your Friend, or Glaſs for ſhewing 
you your wrinkles, nor will your fingula- 
rity be worſe, if you ſee them ; unleſs in 
Piety, that others are as bad, or worle 
than your ſelf, and dare not ſee ir. 

And what tho I am fingular and con- 
temprible, my Truths, if ſincere, are Di- 
vine, and St. Paul as well as you, had 
both Zeal and Populariry, and yer was 
in an Error ; if you are in an Error, pray 
God open your Eyes ; and if I am, I beg 
him to grant me to be rectified by your 
Inſtruction 5 *ewill be hard if a Mira- 
cle 
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us. 
Bur I caunot perſwade my ſelf, that 
ou will continue to pervert this grand 
Trath, and by Reflections and Niceties 
endeavour further to obſcure and cloud 
it; whar you have hirherro done, I hope, 
nay believe you have done ignorantly, 
and becauſe the Socinzan Hypotheſis was 
not fincere enough, you oppos'd it ; bur 
for the Arrian, I almoſt dare promiſe my 
ſelf more Charity from you, if not Con- 
viction. 

Ar firſt I declin'd this Book, as not 
thinking it oO ro be wrote by an 
Arrian, and as fearing leaſt my own Re- 
ſentments mighr foyl the Honour of God ; 
and I had done ir ſtill, had not I had 
more than Humane Morives to the con- 
trary 3 bur whatever they were, they 
were tro my ſelf 3 and my Reader's bufi- 
neſs is ro mind my Truths, and not my 
Prerences. 

To conclude, if Men are fincere, TI 


think I have wrote enough to convince 


them, and if perverſe to condemn them 3 
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cle be neceſſary ro inſtruct and reconcile 


and Charity engages me no further : But 
alas! what avails it, if God will not 
vindicate his own Honour, the Attempts 
of his Servans are otherwiſe in vain 
and yer ar leaſt I ſhall be content, rho 
at any hazard, when I have done my 
Duty. 


All Glory to whom only due_ to the 
One and Only God, through Hw 
Great and Beloved Son Chri#t 


Feſus. 


C7 Whoever Anſivers this, s deſir d to make 
hs Anſwer ſhort, that he run not the 
World into Labyrinths ; and that he 
repeat the whole Body of the Diſcourſe 
Verbatim, that he may not juggle the 
World out of Subſtance, by ſnarling at 
Trifles : Theſe two Conditions anſwer d, 
T think T ſhall have a Reply worth 
Reading ; if not, T accuſe it before- 
hand to the World for a Cheat, and 
a Deceit not worth taking Notice 


of. 


The 


The POSTSRIPT: 


|. 'OR AN 
Addition of ſome few PROPOSITIONS 


to the LETTER before. 


L Fit, Sir, if you do not think this Letter ſufficient to turn you Arriay, 

yet if you grant me, it has Evidence enough to perſwade you, that 
even your Impoſition is unreaſonable, that is enough for my purpoſe ; and 
if you grant me that, I ſhall burn my Hypotheſis if you deſire ic, for I 
require no more. . 

IT. Secondly, If you once allow this to be a needleſs Impoſition, I am 
ſure you cannot deny, that *tis become a Scandal alſo ; for that miſt 
needs be of greac Offence, that has afforded ſo many hundred years Ob- 
jeions as well from Jews, Turks, and Infidels, as from our Brethren of 
Chriſtianity. 

ITE. If this be an Offence, and of a Confequence ſo manifeſtly perni- 
cious, pray tell me who ſhall excuſe every honeſt Man, much more eve 
goodChriſtian of Reproving ic,is it our Duty to tell our Brother of his faule, 
that he may repent, and ſhall we only negie& ir in thoſe Offences that 
are conſiderable ? 

IV. Fourthly, If you give therefore ſuch Offence that an honeſt Man 
in Charity, and then ſurely a good Chriſtian in Conſcience is bound ro 
reprove; and when you are rebuk'd, you will endeavour to deſtroy thoſe 
that admonith you : Pray conſider, what is it, Sir, in plain Engliſh, but ' 
that you cannot bear a good Chriſtian, nor an honeſt Man amongſt you. 

5. Laſtly, Sir, Ir is not difficult to foretel, that it Men will ſtill conti- 
nue luke-warm, and not correct theſe groſler failings in their Reforguaci- 
on, I am per{waded at laſt we ſhall ſcarce have a Chriſtian among us ; but 
at leaſt our Gentry, like the Rational Sceprick, will he all drown'd and 
loſt in Atheiſm and Infidelity, thinking even the very Deſign of Religion 
a Cheat. | 

If I receive that Encouragement in this, that might engage me to a further 
Eſſay of this Nature, I here promiſe the World, That as my Charity has forc'd me 
bitherto, ſo it ſhall not be wanting for a full Reformation, even of the whole Sy- 
ſtem of Learning ; I mean ail the Fallacies of Reaſoning, and the Pedantries of 
Arts and Sciences, as well as the Corruptions of Morality and Religion, and by 
a compleat Rationale, to ſeparate the Subſt ance from the Rubviſh, throughout the 
whole Body of Wiſdom 

The Infant is already form'd, it wants only the ſtrength of Favour to giue it 


birth. 
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